Council Meeting                                                                                                                  December 8, 2014

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Melodee Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.        
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Jared Spear, Jyll Phillips, Pam Morgan, Terry Broberg, and Sheriff Mike Weigel.        
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:
There were no amendments to the agenda.
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Zsuzsics, minutes of the November 10, 2014, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 14-11, for November wages and salaries in the amount of $48,089.46, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Flinn, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in November totaled $59,802.26.  Unpaid invoices received to date, totaled $161,674.28.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, all said invoices in the amount of $221,476.54, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of twenty-four (24) delinquent utility accounts totaling $4,260.09.   Of these accounts, Clerk Gourley requested approval to write off, for bookkeeping purposes only, nineteen (19) of the accounts totaling $3,176.80.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, said request was approved.
LITTERING:
Sheriff Weigel suggested the City enact an ordinance prohibiting littering in its many forms.  He had received complaints regarding scattered household trash, the dumping of animal waste on private property, scattered construction debris, etc.  The “Littering” provision of the Uniform Public Offense Code had been removed due to conflicts in state statutes.  City Attorney Metz advised he would research the conflicts and provide a draft of an ordinance to address the littering problems.
ANIMAL CONTROL:
Regarding skunks, feral cats, and other wild animals, Sheriff Weigel pointed out that his department would only use firearms if there was a danger to the public.  There followed a general discussion of the feral cat problem in the city.  A suggestion was made to trap and relocate the cats to farmsteads where the cat population was welcome.  It was also suggested that the individuals feeding the feral cats were contributing to the problem, and a notice in the paper asking them to discontinue the practice might be helpful.  It was questioned why the Lincoln Area Humane Society’s catch & release program was not being implemented, and it was suggested that funding was an issue there.  City Attorney Metz advised he would research whether there were other ordinances which might also be useful for animal control.
LIBRARY:
Terry Broberg, Lincoln Carnegie Library Board President, asked if the city would consider contributing additional funds for the stone repair project at the library. One of her funding sources had fallen through, and she was short $1,395.00 to complete the project.  A couple of other sources were suggested.  Crispin moved that the City contribute $1,395.00, in addition to the $1,000.00 previously approved, if needed after exploring the other suggested options.   Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.
CITY SVC. AWARDS:
Mayor Schwerdtfager presented a City Service Award to Robert W. Thompson (35 years), and thanked him for his dedicated service to the City.  Perry Zachgo, who was unable to attend, was also recognized for his years of service.
RV PARK RULES:
Jared Spear was present to listen to concerns the Governing Body might have regarding his installation and operation of a recreational vehicle parking area earlier this year.  City Attorney Metz distributed a draft of a resolution providing for the issuance of RV Park Permits and establishing Rules and Regulations for said RV Parks.  Mr. Spear argued against certain provisions contained in the draft.  He explained how certain aspects of  his RV parking worked in conjunction with his other enterprises in the vicinity.     Regarding the
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proximity to the Lincoln Historical Museum, he said he would be willing to put up a fence and make other aesthetic improvements, within reason, if allowed to continue operation of the RV Park.  He said he was totally invested in the Lincoln community and wanted to see it thrive.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Councilmembers suggested that, while Mr. Spear’s enthusiasm and ambition were to be commended, he might be better served in checking City codes & regulations in the future.  Crispin moved to table further discussion to the January meeting.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
TRANSIENT GUEST TAX:
Jared Spear expressed his opposition to the levying of a local transient guest tax.  As owner of the Post Rock Motel, his business would be the one most impacted by the tax.  Based on his own occupancy rate, he provided some facts and figures on the amount that would be raised by the tax and questioned whether the amount raised would make a real impact on promoting local tourism.

PERSONNEL/CMC AWARD:
Clerk Gourley reported that Deputy City Clerk Heather Simms had earned the designation of Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC) awarded by the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC), Inc.  A customary pay increase was requested.  Crispin moved to grant Heather Simms a $.25 hourly wage increase effective with the January, 2015 payroll.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
PERSONNEL/2015 WAGES:
After hearing recommendations from Superintendent Meyer and Clerk Gourley, Flinn made a motion to:   promote Jeff Ahring to Power Plant Foreman, with an accompanying wage increase of $2.00 per hour; to grant $.25 per hour merit increases to Mike Feldkamp, Mike Hansen, and Dennis Pittenger; and to promote Deirdre Mahin to a full-time office clerk, effective with the January, 2015 payroll.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  
After a discussion of percentage vs. flat amount COLA increases, Larsen moved that all hourly employees and full-time, salaried employees be granted a $.50 per hour increase in pay, effective with the January, 2015 payroll.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  
Crispin made a motion, seconded by Larsen, to increase the starting wage for city employment to $11.50 per hour.   Motion carried.
NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz reported trial dates had been set for December 10th on three nuisance cases
 and others were scheduled later in December and January.  He also advised the County Health Officer might not be available in the future for health nuisance inspections and reporting.  Governing Body members expressed impatience with the enforcement and resolution of nuisance cases.  Attorney Metz explained that abatement was an alternative to the complaint process; however, there would be considerable up-front expense for the City.
VACATE ALLEY ORD #708:
City Attorney Metz presented an Ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING THE ALLEY THAT EXTENDS FROM ORANGE AVENUE ON THE WEST TO CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER CITY LIMITS ON THE EAST WHICH IS SITUATED BETWEEN LOTS 1, 3, 5, 7, 9,11, 13 AND 15 ON THE NORTH AND LOTS 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 AND 16 ON THE SOUTH IN BLOCK TWO (2), ORANGE ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, LINCOLN COUNTY, KANSAS.”  Said ordinance was prepared as a result of a request from an adjoining property owner, Roxanne Zachgo.  Crispin moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Flinn.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Flinn, Larsen, and Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #708 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the Official City Newspaper.
REAL ESTATE OPTION:
City Attorney Metz reviewed the City’s “Option to Purchase” real estate contained in Section 4 of a Lease Agreement dated in August, 2009.  The Agreement was part of the new well project undertaken that year.  A lump sum payment had been made at the time of the lease, the option to purchase was available on or after January 1, 2012, and no further sums would be owed if the City exercised its option.  Crispin moved that the City exercise its option to purchase the real estate, seconded by Feldkamp.  Motion carried. 
YEAR-END MEETING:
The year-end City Council meeting was set for December 31, 2014, at 7:30 a.m.
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LEGAL:
Attorney Metz reported on the latest developments in the legal case involving the power plant engine.  He provided copies of an “Amended Case Management Conference Order.”

ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Feldkamp moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  Council adjourned at 10:20 p.m.








/s/ Rose M. Gourley 







   

     City Clerk

