Council Meeting                                                                                                            October 14, 2013

City Hall Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Melodee Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Bob White, Carly Errebo, Nancy Walter, Craig and Kelly Shearer and children, Jyll Phillips, Abby Liggett, Wayne Gerleman, Dustin and Shiloh Florence, Mike Weigel, and John Pittard.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the September 9, 2013, regular meeting were presented.  Councilmember Feldkamp advised the paragraph immediately preceding the adjournment should be removed as it actually occurred after the City Council adjourned.  Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Larsen, said minutes were approved as corrected. 
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 13-09, for September wages and salaries in the amount of $52,001.82, was presented.  A motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in September totaled $131,246.79, and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $104,299.72.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, all invoices, in the amount of $235,546.51, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of 131 delinquent utility accounts totaling $26,213.41.  Clerk Gourley advised the monthly utility bills had just gone past due, and the number of delinquencies was normal for this time of month.

CITIZEN RECOGNITION:
Mayor Schwerdtfager presented Craig Shearer and Abby Liggett with certificates recognizing their life-saving actions in the early morning hours of September 10, 2013.  Liggett and Shearer had reported the house fire and roused Bill and Joan Detmer who were asleep in the home at the time.
STREET/ALLEY VACATION:
Nancy Walter asked that the City vacate a portion of E. Bowland Ave. and an alley between E. Bowland Ave. and E. South St. not previously vacated, east to the city limits.  There would be no inconvenience or loss to the public.  City Attorney Metz advised he would follow up on the information provided and prepare the necessary documents.

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP:
Carly Errebo advised she was spear-heading another community-wide clean-up effort on October 19th and asked that the City again allow city employees to volunteer their time to operate city equipment.  She also reported her group had not been involved with some of the older, on-going nuisance properties and encouraged the City to continue to pursue those, as well.  Questions about deeding property to the City were fielded by the City Attorney, and it was agreed that that could be another avenue for improvements.  Anyone wishing to deed over their property should contact the Mayor or City Attorney.  Mayor Schwerdtfager thanked Ms. Errebo and her volunteers for all of the work being done to improve the community’s appearance.  Crispin moved to allow volunteer city employees to operate city equipment in the clean-up effort on October 19th.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.
CHAMBER X-MAS:
Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce President Carly Errebo asked if a Chamber Xmas flier could be inserted with the City’s monthly utility billing.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, said request was approved.   Chamber Secretary Nancy Walter also thanked the City Crew for hanging and removing the Alumni banner. 
RV HOOKUPS:
Nancy Walter, Chamber Secretary, explained that there was a significant, immediate need for RV hook-ups for the pipeline and compressor station crews working in the area for the next 4-6 months.  Discussion followed regarding what options were open to the City.  Various locations, time frames, and costs were reviewed.  It was agreed that, if the City were to construct an RV parking area, complete with utility hook-ups, it should be done right the first time.     Crispin moved to have  Mayor
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Schwerdtfager and Superintendent Meyer check out several locations, work on cost estimates, and bring the information to a Special City Council meeting to be held October 23, 2013, at 7:00 p.m.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.
FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Councilmember Feldkamp advised there was interest in “tweaking” and re-submitting the FEMA AFG (Assistance to Firefighters Grant) application for 28 sets of wildland protective gear for the Lincoln Fire Department and Lincoln County’s 1st Rural Fire Department.  Mandy Fincham, NCRPC Community Development Specialist, was available to assist with the process, and because the bulk of the work was done last year, the cost would be $75 for each entity.  Feldkamp also reported that Lincoln County had agreed to allow the City’s diesel fire trucks to re-fuel, when necessary, at the County’s bulk tanks, and to bill the City monthly.  (This would only be necessary when there was a problem with the availability of diesel fuel at the regular supplier.)  Feldkamp then made a motion to allow the City fire trucks to obtain diesel fuel from Lincoln County’s Bulk Plant.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

 2013 & 2014 AUDITS:
A proposal for audit services for the years ending December 31, 2013 and December 31, 2014, was received from David A. O’Dell, CPA, LLC.  The terms of service were outlined in Mr. O’Dell’s letter dated September 6, 2013, and included a fee range of $9,400-$10,200 for 2013 and  $10,000-$10,500 for 2014.  Crispin moved to approve said audit proposal, seconded by Larsen.  Motion carried.
TRANSFER FUNDS:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, the transfer of $30,000.00 from the Water Fund, $120,000.00 from the Electric Fund, $15,000.00 from the Sewer Fund, and $2,000.00 from the Solid Waste Fund, to the City’s General Fund, was approved.
PERSONNEL:
Superintendent Meyer provided a 6-month evaluation of Power Plant Operator/Mechanic Jeff Ahring. In recognition of Mr. Ahring’s exceptional performance and added responsibilities, Meyer recommended he be granted all of the applicable benefits and a $2.00 hourly increase in pay.  Meyer also asked that Dennis Pittenger be granted a $.50 per hour increase, based on his acceptance of duties at the power plant.  When asked about employing additional personnel, Meyer advised he could get by with his present staff for the near future.  There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, to approve the Superintendent’s recommendations, effective with the November, 2013 payroll.  Motion carried.

EQUIPMENT/POLE TK.:
Superintendent Meyer reported the condition of the City’s pole/digger truck was now such that it was completely inoperable without making repairs. An Altec truck was being tried out on Thursday, and three price quotes had been obtained from Global Rental Company, National Utility Equipment Company, and Altec Industries, Inc.  After reviewing said quotes, a motion was made by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, that, pending the approval of the Mayor and Superintendent, the City purchase from Altec Industries, Inc., the Altec DC47 mounted on a 2013 Ford F750 Chassis, for $165,909.00.  Motion carried.  It was expected that the delivery would be sometime in December.
CITY ATTORNEY/LEGAL:
Attorney Metz reported on his attendance and speaking engagement at the City Attorney Association’s portion of the League of Kansas Municipalities annual conference in Overland Park.  He also updated the City Council about mediation efforts underway in regards to the #6 Enterprise engine failure.
SPEC PURPOSE VEHICLES:
Clerk Gourley reported the Application for Registration and Decal under the City’s new Special Purpose Vehicle ordinance, had been prepared in collaboration with the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office, and was now ready for use.  It was agreed that any registrations obtained prior to the end of 2013 would also be valid for 2014.  Several inquiries had already been received regarding the process.
OLD WATER PLANT BLDG:
Superintendent Meyer reported having contacted KDHE about their requirements for taking down the City’s old water plant building.  He said the only requirement was that KDHE be informed of the start and end dates.
COOLING TOWERS:
Cascade Water Services, Inc. had provided a proposal to apply its Water Services Treatment Program to the water circulated through the cooling towers at the Lincoln Power Plant site.  Said service agreement would  cost $1,155.00 for  the  cooling tower  season  and  would  provide  water  treatment
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service and chemicals to 2 condenser water systems.  Feldkamp moved to approve said proposal, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:21 p.m.







/s/ Rose M. Gourley 







     City Clerk

