
Council Meeting                                                                                                             September 8, 2014

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Melodee Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.   Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Jyll Phillips, Bob White, Steve Granzow, Allan Serrien, Terry Broberg, and Kelly Larson. 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:  
Two items were added to the agenda by Councilmember Feldkamp, one regarding the East Ball Field and the other involving City Dump Trucks.
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Flinn, Minutes of the August 11, 2014, regular meeting were approved as written.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, Minutes of the August 20, 2014, special meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 14-08, for August wages and salaries in the amount of $54,688.88, was presented.  A motion by Flinn, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in August totaled $105,772.96.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $78,825.02.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, all said invoices in the amount of $184,597.98, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of twenty-one (21) delinquent utility accounts totaling $4,012.69.
LIBRARY:
Terry Broberg, Lincoln Carnegie Library Board President, asked that the City contribute funds for a library project involving exterior masonry tuck pointing and limestone replacement.  She provided a breakdown of project financing which indicated $1,000.00 of the $7,670.00 total was to come from the City of Lincoln Center and the balance from five other sources.  After reviewing all of the information and pictures provided, Feldkamp moved to contribute $1,000.00 toward the project, seconded by Larsen.  Motion carried.

LINCOLN CO. HOSPITAL:
Steve Granzow, Lincoln County Hospital Administrator, spoke to the Governing Body about changes happening in federal reimbursements and other issues which have contributed to the financial shortfalls at the Lincoln County Hospital.  He said the hospital was trying to reduce expenses wherever it could.  He asked that the City consider “rolling back and freezing” the hospital electric rates to the rates in place prior to the most recent rate increase.  Discussion followed.  It was noted that the Lincoln County Hospital was in a rate category already receiving a lower rate. The Governing Body acknowledged the hospital’s importance to the community but did not feel a rate adjustment could be made for one customer under the present circumstances.  It was also noted that the City’s electric rate increase was necessary for the financial stability of its own utility.    
GAAP WAIVER RES. 14-02:
Resolution No. 14-02, entitled “A RESOLUTION BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, CONCERNING THE FINANCIAL REPORTING FOR THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, WAIVING GAAP,” was presented.  Said Resolution waives the requirements of K.S.A. 75-1120a (a) regarding the financial statements and reporting for the year ending 2014.      Crispin moved to adopt said Resolution, seconded by Feldkamp.  Motion carried.

WAPA POWER MARKET:
Clerk Gourley provided a document explaining The Western Area Power Administration’s (WAPA) 2025 Power Marketing Initiative (PMI.)  The City utilizes Federal Hydropower (WAPA) for energy under an agreement going back to 1989 and extending to 2024.  Extension of existing agreements is being sought for another 30 years.  It is expected that the 2025 PMI agreements will be presented for approval some time during the fourth quarter of 2014.
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PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, it was decided to advertise, in the Lincoln Sentinel and Nex-Tech Classifieds, for a maintenance worker to replace Joe Pescador, whose resignation was effective September 1, 2014.

EAST BALL FIELD:
Councilmember Feldkamp relayed a request to approve a project to add grass to the shale along the baselines at the East Ball Field.  Pete Falcon and Stanley Walker would perform the work with grass seed obtained from Doug Lebien.  The City would provide water for the grass planting.  After a short discussion, Feldkamp moved to approve said request, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.
EQUIP./DUMP TRUCK:
Councilmember Feldkamp said it had become clear to her, after using two city dump trucks for the community volunteer cleanup over the weekend, that the City needed to replace these trucks.  The two trucks being 1975 and 1979 models, they were in extremely poor condition.  She presented a couple of proposals she had obtained from a company going out of a concrete business in southwest Kansas.  The time frame for approval on these two trucks, however, did not allow enough time to complete an inspection.  It was agreed that the City keeping looking for a good, used single-axle dump truck.
NUISANCE REPORT:
The Council reviewed the “2014 Report of Abatement Notices Sent.”  Attorney Metz explained how the complaints filed in Municipal Court were handled, and advised which health nuisance complaints were scheduled for court on September 17th.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:41 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session, for a period of ten minutes, for the purpose of consultation with the City Attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  Attorney Metz, Clerk Gourley, and Superintendent Meyer were invited to remain.


The Governing Body returned to regular session at 8:51 p.m.

FREEDOM WALK:
Clerk Gourley reported another 911 Freedom Walk was being scheduled for 6:30 p.m., Thursday, September 11, 2014, in remembrance of Victims and Families of 911.
ECON. DEVELOPMENT:
Kelly Larson, Lincoln County Economic Development Director, reported her on-camera interview for Univision, a Spanish-speaking television network, regarding the free land, should air this weekend.  She also encouraged the Governing Body to attend the Strategic Planning Session she had organized for October 15th.    
COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP:
Mayor Schwerdtfager expressed appreciation to the volunteers for another successful community cleanup operation.  Another dilapidated structure had been demolished and removed.  He especially wanted to thank Carly Errebo for her leadership and continued willingness to spearhead the cleanups.

COMPLIANCE OFFICER:
City Attorney Metz advised he was continuing to work on a job description for a city compliance officer and expected to have it available at the next meeting.  The Governing Body discussed present need for the position, qualifications, oversight, and cost considerations. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Feldkamp moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:08 p.m.








/s/ Rose M. Gourley







    
     City Clerk

