
Council Meeting                                                                                                              August 11, 2014

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Melodee Larsen and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.   Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz and Clerk Rose M. Gourley. 
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Norm Hope, Carly Errebo, Shari Pittenger, Sammi Wright, Jyll Phillips, Ron Keathley, Sharon Thompson, Luanne Howell, Bob White, Carol Wise, Melanie Darbe, Kelly Larson, and Joe Lessor. 
AGENDA AMENDMENT:
Personnel and pool items were added to the agenda.

MINUTES:
Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Feldkamp, Minutes of the July 14, 2014, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 14-07, for July wages and salaries in the amount of $60,652.29, was presented.   A motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.   Invoices prepaid in July totaled $2,158.97, and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $92,291.49.  Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Larsen, all invoices in the amount of $94,450.46 were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.
The Governing Body reviewed a list of twenty-one (21) delinquent utility accounts totaling $3,261.94.
POOL RE-CAP:
Pool Managers Shari Pittenger and Sammi Wright provided a wrap-up of the 2014 Pool Season, indicating it had been a good summer.  They reported that the pool “patches” had stayed on well and provided a list of maintenance and equipment suggestions for 2015.
COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP:
Carly Errebo provided a re-cap of the community-wide, volunteer clean-up that had been in operation for a year now.  Another clean-up day was being organized for Saturday, August 16th, starting at 8 am.  She again asked for and received permission to use a City dump truck operated by a volunteer city employee.
WATER FLUORIDATION:
Sharon Thompson and Luanne Howell asked the City Council to discontinue fluoridation of the City’s drinking water.  Ms. Thompson said she had surveyed several north central Kansas towns and found that the majority did not add fluoride.  She felt the fluoride was a neurotoxin and was detrimental to the health of city residents.  Ms. Howell said the water consumers should have a choice, and those who wanted to get fluoride treatments to prevent cavities could do so on their own.  Councilmember Crispin advised there was a volume of study which said the evidence is there that fluoride is safe and effective in the prevention of tooth decay and thought the Council should listen to the experts.

NUISANCE HEARING:
Carol Wise and Melanie Darbe spoke to the Governing Body about the “Notice to Abate” letter received on the property at 315 W. Yauger.  They said the property had been mowed; however, the intent was to tear down the house, and it made no sense to paint a house being torn down.  Attorney Metz thanked the property owner for being responsive to the notice.  The Governing Body had no objection to a reasonable extension of time to complete the work.

IDEATEK HWY. PERMIT:
A KDOT Highway Use of Right of Way Permit had been received from Wildflower Telecommunications, LLC dba IdeaTek, to bore and locate fiber optic under and along Hwy 18 near N. 3rd Street.  Because the location was within City limits, the City needed to sign off on the permit.  Attorney Metz advised he had a “Notice of Violation” and letter prepared to send to Wildflower Communications regarding its failure to make any payments or provide any documentation as provided for in Franchise Ordinance 696.   Following further discussion, Crispin moved to have the City Attorney send the notice and letter, and to table further discussion of the Hwy Use Permit until the franchise issue was resolved.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried. 
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2015 BUDGET:
Mayor Schwerdtfager opened a public hearing, for the purpose of hearing and answering comments regarding the proposed 2015 Budget.   Clerk Gourley advised there was no need to publish the vote, a new requirement this year, because the total levy was not increased by more than the 2013 CPI (Consumer Price Index) of 1.5%.  No objections or comments were received from the public.   Mayor Schwerdtfager then closed the budget hearing.  There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, to approve and adopt the Budget as the maximum expenditures for the various funds for the year 2015.  Motion carried.  

2013 AUDIT REPORT:
Norm Hope, representing David A. O’Dell, C.P.A. presented City of Lincoln Center Financial Statements for the year ending December 31, 2013.  He first thanked the City management and staff for its cooperation with the audit process.  He then reviewed the “Report to City Council on Independent Audit” document, page by page, making note of any significant changes.  He explained how capital projects and certain operating costs have contributed to the decline in cash reserves, and provided a multi-year graph of business funds outlining profit/loss history.  There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, to approve and accept the 2013 Audit Report and Financial Statements, as presented.  Motion carried.

RV PARKING ORD. #706:
City Attorney Metz reviewed an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE PARKING OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, TRAVEL TRAILERS, MOTOR HOMES AND CAMPERS WITHIN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.”  Said Ordinance would regulate the parking of recreational vehicles actively used as living or sleeping accommodations and would encourage the overnight parking of such recreational vehicles in designated areas within the city limits.  He identified a change from the original draft, under Section 5, regarding utility connections.  He also said there was no “grandfather” provision to apply.  After further consideration, Flinn moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Larsen.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Flinn, Larsen, and Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #706 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

UTIL.BILLING ORD. #707:
There was next presented an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 15-105 OF ARTICLE 1; SECTION 15-215 OF ARTICLE 2 AND SECTION 15-305 OF ARTICLE 3 OF CHAPTER XV OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, RELATING TO UTILITY DEPOSITS INCLUDING PROVISIONS FOR DEPOSIT REQUIRED BY CERTAIN CUSTOMERS; PROVIDING FOR TRIP CHARGES; AND REPEALING EXISTING PROVISIONS.”  Said Ordinance encompassed the utility deposit, reconnection and trip charge increases, and reconnection times approved at the last City Council Meeting.  Flinn moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Crispin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Flinn, Larsen, and Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #707 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

MUTUAL AID/LUCAS:
A letter of appreciation was received from the City of Lucas for all of the assistance provided by City of Lincoln Center employees following the sudden death of their city electrician.

LMI SURVEY:
Lisa Feldkamp, on behalf of LCIC, asked to have LMI (Low to Moderate Income) Survey forms inserted in the September utility bills.  LCIC would provide the labor to stuff the envelopes.  Tabulation of surveys returned would be completed by North Central Regional Planning Commission staff.  Because the City would need the LMI survey for future grant applications, it could serve a two-fold purpose.  Crispin moved to approve the request, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Motion carried.  
NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
Attorney Metz reviewed the abatement of nuisance process and asked whether the Governing Body was inclined to go the abatement route or to file complaints in municipal court. There followed a lengthy discussion of the notices recently sent.  Attorney Metz was asked to have the complaints filed within 10 days, if possible.  Attorney Metz also reported the public officer job description was being drafted and 
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should be available for review at the next meeting.   Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, further discussion was tabled.

MPR CONFERENCE:
Clerk Gourley advised she was sending Deputy Simms to Midwest Public Risk’s annual fall conference being held in Branson, MO. from October 30th to November 1st.  As a member of MPR, Lincoln received one paid registration and hotel accommodations for the conference.
PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley relayed information from Superintendent Meyer, recommending an increase for Employee Dennis Pittenger who had successfully completed Drinking Water Operator Certification.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Flinn, Dennis Pittenger was granted a $.25 per hour wage increase, effective with the August payroll.
POST ROCK FESTIVAL:
Lisa Feldkamp provided a list of requests for assistance for Post Rock Festival, the list to be given to Superintendent Meyer.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Feldkamp moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:26 p.m.







/s/ Rose M. Gourley







     City Clerk

