
Council Meeting                                                                                                                   July 9, 2012

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Arletta R. Morse, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Official present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley. 
VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Doug McKinney, Jyll Phillips, Dwight Heller, and Michel O’Hare. 
MINUTES:
Minutes of the June 11, 2012, regular meeting and June 29, 2012, special meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 12-06, for June wages and salaries in the amount of $53,729.73, was presented.  A motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in June totaled $65,560.59, and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $123,311.09.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $188,871.68, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of eleven (11) delinquent utility accounts totaling $1,583.01.
WATER SYSTEM/CDBG:
Mayor Stegman opened a final performance public hearing to review activities related to the recently completed water distribution system project.  The project was partially funded through the CDBG program of the Kansas Department of Commerce.  Public comments were solicited.  It was noted that there had been a dramatic decrease in water main leaks, and the overall project had been well received in the community.  Crispin moved to close the public hearing, authorize the execution of grant close-out documents, and send a letter of thanks to KDOC.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Doug McKinney, representing NCRPC, the Grant Administrator, provided the documents for execution by the Mayor and Clerk.  KDOC correspondence regarding the Final Monitoring visit for CDBG 10-PF-037 was reviewed, and approval was given for final payments.
COUNCIL VACANCY:
Mayor Stegman reported one of the suggested individuals for appointment to the City Council vacancy had withdrawn his name.  After a short discussion of conflicts of interest, Feldkamp moved to appoint Nikki Flinn to fill the unexpired term of Leon Kingan.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried, 3-1.
MOBILE HOME PERMIT:
A new application for a mobile home permit was received from Lincoln County to place a mobile office on Lincoln County property directly east of the present Lincoln County Shop.  Neighboring landowners had been notified that the matter would be taken up at this meeting.  Dwight Heller stated his opposition to the action, stating that Lincoln County should have been accumulating funds for a new shop on the west side of town from the time he was a Lincoln County Commissioner.  No other objections were voiced.  There followed a motion by Zsuzsics, seconded by Crispin, to approve the placement of a ModSpace Office Building at 203 E. Spring Street.  Motion carried, 3-1.
FEMA FIRE GRANT APPL.:
Councilmember Feldkamp reported on the circumstances leading up to the preparation and submission of an “Assistance to Firefighters Grant” application through FEMA.  Said grant application, in the amount of $16,008.00, if successful, would provide funding for 28 sets of wildland firefighting gear for both the Lincoln Fire Department and Lincoln County’s 1st Rural Fire Department.   Feldkamp thanked all those who participated in getting the application in place by the deadline of July 6th.  Feldkamp then made a motion to approve the grant application, as submitted.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
DEMO DERBY GROUNDS:
Councilmember Feldkamp reported she had contacted KDHE’s Marsha Carpenter about the issue of having a demolition derby in the vicinity of a well head.  She was told that, because the well was no longer used, that was not an issue.  Michel O’Hare stated there would be limited liquid contaminants because derby cars did not use antifreeze. The City’s general liability carrier had been contacted as well; however, no response had yet been received.  The matter was again tabled.
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POOL:
It was noted that the closing date for the municipal pool had been established as August 9th.  At that time there would no longer be enough qualified personnel available to guard the pool. Councilmember Feldkamp suggested that, in the future, the season opening and closing dates should be established prior to opening day.
WATER RATE ORD #691:
There came on for consideration an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING NEW WATER RATES FOR WATER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER.”  Said ordinance called for a water rate increase effective July 15, 2012.  The increase would provide the third step in the City’s three-year plan to bring the City’s rate structure in line with the current state-wide average.  Crispin moved to pass said ordinance, seconded by Morse.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Morse, and Zsuzsics. Nays: None.  The ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #691 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the Official City Newspaper.

DROUGHT RESPONSE:
Even though the area was experiencing extreme drought, a review of the City’s wells indicated the levels were currently above average.  The demand for one day had not exceeded the 750,000 gallon trigger.  Therefore, it was decided that no water restrictions were required at this time.
LIFE/DISABILITY INS.:
Clerk Gourley reported that, because of volume discounts, the overall cost to change the maximum weekly short term disability from $300.00 to $400.00 actually reduced the total premium.  The Advance Life Insurance group renewal proposal for Basic Term Life had decreased as well.  Morse moved to accept Advance Insurance Company’s Basic Term Life and Disability renewal and to increase the STD to a $400.00 maximum.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.

MIDLAND GIS/GRANT:
Midland GIS Solutions presented a Utility GIS Proposal for mapping the City’s electric utility.  They had partnered with KMEA in delivering mapping solutions for many other cities.  As part of a successful grant project, which would pay for 70% of the cost, Lincoln’s share would be approximately $3,666.60.  Because the grant allowed 3 years to complete the project, it was decided to make this a part of the 2013 Budget. 
2013 BUDGET:
A public hearing was set for August 13, 2012, at 8:00 p.m., for the purpose of hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of funds and the amount of ad valorem tax in the 2013 Budget. 

NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
No new nuisances had been reported this month.
ADA COMPLIANCE:
Clerk Gourley reported on the visit by Independent Connection of OCCK, Inc. to determine the accessibility of City facilities.  A written report of their findings was to be provided at a later date.

SURVEY PERMISSION:
A “Permission to Survey Agreement” letter was received from Kinder Morgan Interstate Gas Transmission LLC.   Signing the agreement would allow an environmental group to survey an area approximately 300 feet wide along the proposed route of a 20-inch pipeline across several counties in Kansas.  Tract #1011, owned by the City of Lincoln Center, leased by Doug Wilson, was part of the potential route.  Clerk Gourley advised the tenant was not comfortable signing any document at this time.  It was noted that no construction activity of any kind would be allowed as a result of agreeing to the survey.  Crispin moved to grant permission from the owner’s perspective.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
GOV BODY COMMENTS:
Councilmember Feldkamp relayed thanks from a pool patron for making a lift chair available.  It was also noted it did not appear that the maintenance worker position would be filled in the near future.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:20 p.m.







/s/ Rose M. Gourley







     
    City Clerk

