
Council Meeting                                                                                                                   July 8, 2013

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Melodee K. Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley. 
VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Dustin Florence, Jyll Phillips, Clay Haring, Shawn Haring, Shari Pittenger, Anne Grace, Bob White, Carly Seirer, James Oltman, Mike Weigel, Rob Job, Colleen Biggs, Mike Lamm, Leigh Geyer, Jim Gabelmann, Sam Doss, Pam Morgan, Betty Crawford, Anne Wilkerson, Craig Stertz, LaDonna Reinert, Kerry Smith, Joe Lessor, and Marvin Jeffers.  
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Flinn, Minutes of the June 10, 2013, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 13-06, for June wages and salaries in the amount of $53,068.68, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in June totaled $7,852.34, and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $84,907.98.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Feldkamp, all said invoices in the amount of $92,760.32, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of thirteen (13) delinquent utility accounts totaling $2,349.14.  All accounts had been disconnected.
LIBRARY:
Anne Grace, Library Board President, thanked the Governing Body and City Crew for building the concrete pad and relocating the Library’s Book Drop and bicycle rack.
LCEM: 
Rod Job, Lincoln County Emergency Management Director, explained how emergency management federal funding required credentialing of city staff and equipment.  He would be starting that process for the city in the near future.
AIRPORT:
Clay Haring, Lincoln Port Authority Chairman, reported having received final KDOT approval for the airport runway land acquisition.  A contract to purchase real property from Homestead Property, Inc., (Robert Berthelson) had been prepared and had been signed by the seller.  Flinn moved to authorize Mayor Schwerdtfager to execute the contract on behalf of the City of Lincoln Center.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

HEALTH INSURANCE:
Michael Lamm, Federated Insurance Company, provided a Group Health Proposal for Lincoln City Employees, effective August 1, 2013.  He explained the coverage differences between his proposal and the BCBS plan currently in place.  He answered questions put to him about providers and claims processing.  Council agreed to discuss the issue later in the meeting.
ECONOMIC DEV.:
James Oltman, Lincoln Economic Development Director, proposed that the City pay to have three “Lincoln” post rock signs rehabilitated at the east, west, and south edges of town.  He said LCEDF had already contracted with Jeffery Barrett to rehab the Lincoln County Sign along I-70, and Sylvan Grove had contracted to have him rehab the “Sylvan Grove” sign.  Pictures of Mr. Barrett’s work were made available.  Mr. Oltman said a ten-year sealer would be applied to the limestone.  There followed a motion by Flinn, seconded by Crispin, to authorize Jeffery Barrett to perform the work, at a cost of $450.00 for all three signs.  Motion carried.
CITY CLEAN-UP:
Carly Errebo, President of the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce, distributed numerous pictures of abandoned and dilapidated property in Lincoln.  She asked what could be done to increase the enforcement of the “nuisance” ordinances already in place.  Attorney Metz advised the volume of work to process and prosecute all of the potential violators would be a full-time job.  He suggested the City consider hiring or designating a Code Enforcement Officer to handle these types of violations.
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The possibility of using law enforcement was mentioned.  James Oltman spoke about the difficulties many property owners have encountered in affording the demolition disposal fees at the Lincoln County landfill.   It was suggested that, if some kind of accommodation were to be made by the Lincoln County Commissioners, many of the dilapidated structures might be removed.  Many members of the audience also expressed dismay at the number of substandard buildings allowed to continue in disrepair.   Some suggested the City-wide Clean up should be brought back.  A lengthy discussion followed, allowing many an opportunity to voice concerns and suggest possible solutions.   A contingent of citizens agreed to accompany Mayor Schwerdtfager to discuss the issue with the Lincoln County Commissioners at their meeting on Monday.

POOL:
Pool Co-Manager Shari Pittenger addressed the Governing Body regarding a decision made at the previous meeting.  She said that decision, allowing Zumba participants to use the pool without paying an admission or having a pass, was contrary to a decision made at the meeting she had attended the month before.  She said she had looked at the agenda before the June meeting and had decided not to attend because it did not appear that there were pool issues for her to address.  Then, at the June meeting, the Council made a pool admission policy change without her input, and without informing her, the Pool Manager.  She also said that swimming lessons had always been considered an important community service in the past, and, in her opinion, use of the pool to provide swimming lessons for children should not be compared to adult recreational activity.
TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Councilmember Flinn had provided copies of ordinances from Beloit and Minneapolis allowing the operation of ATV’s, Golf Carts, and other Multi-Purpose Vehicles, on their city streets.  Sheriff Weigel voiced his concerns regarding the issue.  He said there were safety issues with ATV’s, particularly in light of the speed some models could attain.  He was also concerned about licensing and enforcement issues, age restrictions, and other requirements.  Attorney Metz asked if there was some compelling need to allow these types of vehicles on city streets.  After further discussion, Councilmember Flinn agreed to refine some of the sample ordinance provisions for presentation at the next meeting.

OLD WATER PLANT:
Disposition of the old water plant building was tabled until Superintendent Meyer could be present to discuss options.   
2014 BUDGET:
A public hearing was set for August 12, 2013, at 8:00 p.m., for the purpose of hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of funds and the amount of ad valorem tax in the 2014 Budget.  Clerk Gourley said the budget notice would have to be published by August 1, 2013, and she asked if the Council wished to budget funds for clean-up issues in 2014.  It was suggested that $10,000 be added to the budget for this purpose.  Any other budget items would need to be provided as soon as possible.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
A copy of June 13, 2013, correspondence from Mid-Kansas Electric Co., sent to KMEA, was received and noted.
NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
Nuisance properties having been reviewed earlier in the meeting, no further discussion was held on the Nuisance Report provided by the City Clerk’s office.
HEALTH INSURANCE:
Having heard proposals from two different providers of Group Health Insurance, and having reviewed the associated premiums for each, Crispin moved that the City approve the Group Health Proposal as prepared by Federated Insurance Company, effective August 1, 2013.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  It was agreed that the City would continue to pay the cost for “single” coverage, plus 80% of the difference between the dependent cost and the single cost for those employees needing the additional coverage.
SPEC EVENT ORD #698: 
City Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE “POST ROCK-FESTIVAL” AS A SPECIAL EVENT WITHIN THE CITY; APPROVING THE LOCATION THEREOF; REQUIRING A TEMPORARY PERMIT FROM THE CITY FOR THE SALE  AND  CONSUMPTION  OF ALCOHOLIC  LIQUOR AT  THE  SPECIAL EVENT  UNDER 
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K.S.A. 2012 SUPP.41-719(a)(2); PROVIDING FOR REGULATIONS; AND FOR PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF.”  Said Ordinance would allow alcoholic liquor to be sold and consumed in the city park during the Post Rock Festival.  Crispin moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Larsen.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Flinn, Larsen, and Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #698 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.
INSURANCE:
Notice of non-renewal of insurance had been received from the City’s Commercial Liability, Vehicle, and Property Insurance carrier, effective 09/03/2013.  Another carrier was being pursued.
WALKER’S SW DISPOSAL:
The City had received a copy of the letter from KDHE informing Walker Products Co. In., that their request for authorization to dispose of solid waste on-site had been approved, subject to listed conditions.

COUNCIL PROCEDURES:
Mayor Schwerdtfager encouraged his councilmembers to make every attempt to place known discussion items on the agenda.

RV CAMPING:
Councilmember Feldkamp suggested the City set rules and regulations for the use of the RV camping hookups by the park bandstand, signage be installed, and that a fee of $10.00 per night be set.  She agreed to investigate the matter and provide more information at the next meeting.

POST ROCK FESTIVAL:
Councilmember Flinn reported an activity was being planned to fill a time slot on the morning of the Post Rock Festival.  She asked that the City provide a team to participate in the “bed race” competition.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.  Council adjourned at 11:20 p.m.







/s/ Rose M. Gourley







     
    City Clerk

