
Council Meeting                                                                                                                        June 11, 2012

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Arletta R. Morse, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley. 
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Vicki Jewell, Jean Converse, Kathryn Hall, Jyll Phillips, Dennis Pittenger, Michel O’Hare, Al Joe Wallace, Roger Hayworth.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the May 14, 2012, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 12-05, for May wages and salaries in the amount of $48,273.98, was presented.  A motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in May totaled $38,886.29.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $79,185.52. Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Feldkamp, all said invoices, in the amount of $118,071.81, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of  ten (10) delinquent utility accounts in the amount of $1,272.49.
MOBILE HOME PERMIT:
Lincoln County’s application for a mobile home park permit at the corner of E. Spring St. and N. 3rd St., had been received, and neighboring landowners had been notified that the matter would be taken up at this meeting.  Many residents were present to comment and question the use of the property.  Dennis Pittenger advised he had notified the City that he was interested in purchasing the property the County wanted to lease.  He, and others present, reported that they were already subjected to diesel fumes coming from county vehicles and equipment in the vicinity.  He also provided pictures of the damage he felt had been done to Spring Street by repeated use of the County’s heavy equipment.  

Lincoln County Assistant Road Supervisor Michel O’Hare and Lincoln County Commissioner Al Joe Wallace answered questions about the proposed use of the mobile office unit, explaining that proximity to the Lincoln County Shop was important to the efficient operation of the highway department.  It was anticipated that the property would only be used for the mobile office building and office employee parking.  When questioned about why Lincoln County didn’t use its own land on the west edge of town, County officials cited a lack of funds prohibited development at that location.  Councilmember Crispin asked that a detailed plan be submitted as required by Section 2 of Ordinance No. 661.  There was also some discussion about any restrictions placed on the use of the property at the time of its acquisition.  There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, that the matter be tabled until the next meeting.  Motion carried.
DEMO DERBY GROUNDS:
First Rural Fire Chief Michel O’Hare asked if there was anything else needed in order for the Council to make a decision regarding the use of 10 acres of the City’s property west of town for demo derby grounds.  Regardless of the decision made about the subject property, Councilmember Feldkamp suggested all city leases be reviewed and brought up to current prices.  Councilmember Crispin expressed concerns about liability issues, fuel spills, and scrap metal left behind when the activity was no longer popular.  He also suggested KDHE be contacted to make sure there were no environmental concerns with the activity taking place in the vicinity of a well head.  Feldkamp moved to allow the Fire Departments to utilize 10 acres of the “Price” grounds as indicated on the map provided, subject to the rights of the current tenant.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Crispin asked that the City Attorney review the liability insurance proposal Mr. O’Hare had obtained to make sure the City was protected.  Crispin moved to table the matter pending further review.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

PURPLE WAVE AUCTION: 
Clerk Gourley reported on the results of the Purple Wave Auction held on June 5th, in which the City’s 1973 ladder fire truck and a 1946 Caterpillar grader were sold.  The two pieces of equipment brought $2,600.00 and $1,800.00, respectively.
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SPARTAN LADDER TRUCK:
It had been determined that the recently purchased 1985 Spartan Ladder Fire Truck needed to have the radiator fixed and the transmission rebuilt.  Following a short discussion, Crispin moved to proceed with the repair.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  The truck would need to be hauled to Salina.
WATER RESTRICTIONS:
Clerk Gourley relayed several inquiries regarding the water restrictions imposed several years ago.  She said the current well levels were considerably better than when the restrictions were put in place.  In light of current drought conditions, it was decided to keep the restrictions in place.
GRASS DISCHARGE/
There  next  came  on  for  consideration  an  ordinance, entitled, “AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE
ORDINANCE # 689:
DISCHARGE OF GRASS OR OTHER VEGETATION CLIPPINGS ONTO THE STREETS AND GUTTERS OF THE CITY OR TO OTHERWISE LITTER SAID STREETS, GUTTERS, ALLEYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY OF THE CITY.”  There followed some discussion of public notice and enforcement.  Crispin moved to pass said ordinance, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Morse, Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #689 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the Official City Newspaper. 
VACATING ORANGE AVE/
City Attorney Metz presented the following ordinance, entitled, “AN ORDINANCE VACATING  ALL OF 
ORDINANCE #690:
THAT PORTION OF ORANGE AVENUE BETWEEN EAST SOUTH STREET AND THE VACATED PORTION OF EAST BOWLAND AVENUE AND THE ALLEY IN ROENIGK’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, LINCOLN COUNTY, KANSAS,”  Said ordinance would vacate all of that portion of Orange Avenue between East South Street and the vacated portion of East Bowland Avenue and the alley that dissects said portion of Orange Avenue in Blocks 1 and 2 in Roenigk’s Addition to the City of Lincoln Center, subject to a perpetual easement for access to and from an existing sewer manhole located at the south end of said Orange Ave.  It was determined that the public would suffer no loss or inconvenience by vacating said property.  Morse moved to pass said ordinance, seconded by Crispin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Morse, Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #690 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the Official City Newspaper.
SALES TAX RES 12-01:
Resolution No. 12-01 was introduced, entitled “A RESOLUTION TO SUBMIT TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY THE PROPOSITION OF LEVYING A ONE PERCENT (1%) RETAILERS’ SALES TAX IN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL REVENUES FOR IMPROVING AND MAINTAINING PUBLIC STREETS AND PROVIDING SUCH OTHER GENERAL GOVERNMENTAL SERVICES AS MAY BE IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CITY.”   Said resolution provided for a special question election on August 7, 2012, the same date as the county’s primary election.  Crispin moved to adopt Resolution No. 12-01, seconded by Feldkamp.  Motion carried.
HEALTH INSURANCE:
Renewal of the City’s current BlueCross BlueShield of Kansas’s Blue Choice Triple Option Group Health Plan was reviewed.  Clerk Gourley advised other options had been explored; however, she recommended that, due to the slight decrease in premiums this year, the BCBS plan be renewed under the same conditions as last year.   Morse moved to approve said health insurance Plan, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.   
LIFE/DISABILITY INS.:
Clerk Gourley reported the premium for the group term life/short term disability insurance from Advance Insurance Company had decreased again this year.  She suggested the short term disability insurance maximum be increased to reflect more current wages, the last maximum being established in 1999.  She was awaiting an amended proposal from Advance.

WATER SYSTEM/CDBG:
Regarding the CDBG 10-PF-037 Water Distribution Improvements – Phase II, a Certificate of Substantial Completion was presented,  the substantial completion date being April 27, 2012.  Crispin moved to authorize Mayor Stegman to execute said document.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.
MOBILE HOME ORD.:
Councilmember Crispin made a motion to amend Section 3 of Ordinance No. 661 to include notification of occupants as well as owners of property within 150 feet of a proposed “mobile home park.”   Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
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NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
The Governing Body reviewed the list of nuisance abatement notices sent.  Discussion of options available for enforcement was held, and whether or not those options would preclude legal action. 
COUNCIL VACANCY:
Mayor Stegman presented a couple of names for the Governing Body to consider in filling the vacancy on the City Council.  It was expected that an appointment would be made at the July Council meeting.

FARMWAY COURT CASE:
Attorney Metz reported that, regarding the Farmway Coop case, the Request for Review had been filed and a response filed by Farmway.  No decision had been received to date from the Kansas Supreme Court.
PERSONNEL/OFC CLERK:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Feldkamp, the employment of Kimberlie Cripe, as the “half-time” office clerk, was approved, with a starting wage of $10.00 per hour, effective May 29, 2012.
WEST BALL FIELD:
Councilmember Feldkamp reported the non-agri lime material had been spread on the west ball park infield on Friday evening, utilizing volunteer labor and equipment.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business,  Morse moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:45 p.m.








/s/ Rose M. Gourley







    
     City Clerk

