
Council Meeting                                                                                                                       May 14, 2012

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Arletta R. Morse, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Councilmember absent:  D. Leon Kingan.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.   Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Dennis & Shari Pittenger, Jyll Phillips, Michel O’Hare, Terry Finch, Deb Zachgo, Jan Wilson,  Sarah Hageman, David Dohe, and Nancy Walter.      
MINUTES:
Minutes of the April 9, 2012, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 12-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $49,444.70 was presented.   A motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April & May totaled $128,476.80. A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $244,041.04. Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Feldkamp, all said invoices in the amount of $372,517.84, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Ninety-seven accounts, totaling $11,892.93, were on the list of delinquent utilities. 
PRES. OF COUNCIL:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Feldkamp, Jack D. Crispin, Jr., was elected President of the Council.
APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Stegman made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:
CITY OFFICIALS:

                                                                                                               City Clerk – Rose M. Gourley

                                                                                                  Deputy City Clerk – Heather N. Simms

                                                                                                        City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                                         City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                                Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                                     Municipal Judge – Brian V. Grace

There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Zsuzsics, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS/
The following Council Committees were appointed by Mayor Stegman:

COUNCIL COMMITTEES:






Finance – Crispin (Chairman), Morse, Kingan



                              Streets & Alleys – Zsuzsics (Chairman), Feldkamp, Crispin



                    Park, Cemetery & Fire – Feldkamp (Chairman), Zsuzsics, Kingan



                     Light, Water & Sewer – Morse (Chairman), Zsuzsics, Feldkamp

                                                                     Airport, Library & Housing – Kingan (Chairman), Morse, Crispin


Crispin moved to approve the Mayor’s Committee appointments.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, The Bank of Tescott and Citizens State Bank & Trust Co. were designated as Official Depositories for city funds.

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Feldkamp, the Lincoln Sentinel-Republican was designated as the Official City Newspaper.

FRA TREASURER BOND:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, the Treasurer’s bond for the Lincoln Firefighters Relief Association, in the amount of $15,000.00, was approved.
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SPRING ST. REAL ESTATE:
Lincoln County Assistant Road Supervisor Michel O’Hare and Lincoln County Commissioner Terry Finch were present to re-visit the possibility of obtaining a piece of City-owned real estate, either by purchase or lease, preferably lease.  Said property was located at the corner of E. Spring St. and N. 3rd St., directly north of the Lincoln County Shop, and it would be used for placement of a mobile office.  Attorney Metz read relevant portions of the ordinance regulating mobile structures.  It was agreed that the provisions of the mobile home ordinance would need to be followed, and if approved, the cost of all utility services would be borne by the County.  Some discussion of the terms of a lease followed.  The County was looking for a ten-year lease but was not prepared to pay a suggested amount.   After further discussion, Crispin made a motion that, subject to terms of a lease and adherence to city ordinances, the County’s request be approved.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.

TEMP. PERMIT/ALCOHOL:
First Rural Fire Chief Michel O’Hare presented a Temporary Permit Application and Agreement he had completed for the sale of 6.0 beer from noon to midnight at the Post Rock Festival.  It was hoped that the “beer garden” would be successful in raising funds to purchase gear for the First Rural and Lincoln City Fire Departments.  The application required certification of the clerk within the jurisdiction in which the event was held.  Clerk Gourley was authorized to sign on behalf of the City.

STREET VACATION:
Nancy Walter addressed the Governing Body, asking that the City consider vacating that portion of Orange Avenue lying west of her residence.   The street had never been improved and was mostly used as a driveway to the two adjacent properties.   Superintendent Meyer commented on the City’s need to retain access to a sewer manhole at the south end of said avenue.  Following further discussion, Morse moved to proceed with the street vacation subject to the inclusion of an appropriate easement for the City.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
REC COMMISSION:
Lincoln Rec Director Sarah Hageman and Rec Commission Boardmembers Deb Zachgo, Jan Wilson, and David Dohe asked if the City had another location in which the Rec’s “Gator” could be housed.   Superintendent Meyer had advised the City’s warehouse location was no longer available for storage of the Rec’s equipment.  He also asked if any maintenance on the Gator had been performed since its purchase.  There followed a suggestion that the Rec Commission could raise funds to place a storage building at one of the ball parks.  Attorney Metz also reported he was researching a permit process to allow the Gator to be driven by a special route between the two ball fields.  In the meantime, the equipment must continue to be trailered.   Councilmember Feldkamp pointed out that the 2008 minutes indicated the Gator had been purchased even after a determination had been made that the equipment was not legal to drive on City streets.
FIRE TRUCKS:
Clerk Gourley reported the City’s old ladder fire truck was now listed on Purple Wave, with an auction date set for June 5, 2012.  It was also reported that oil leaks and other problems with the new ladder truck had developed and were being investigated by Fire Chief Stertz.

CITY SALES TAX:
Clerk Gourley provided a time line of requirements for levying a city-wide sales tax.  The Governing Body agreed that additional revenue was necessary to provide an adequate level of public services within the city.  A 1% city-wide sales tax would help to mitigate the need to raise property taxes and would enable the City to continue to fund the services the public had come to expect.  It was therefore agreed that a Resolution Calling a Referendum should be drafted for presentation at the June City Council meeting.
SEWER CERTIFICATION:
City Maintenance Worker Dennis Pittenger had recently completed the requirements for a Class I Wastewater Treatment Facility Operator.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, Pittenger was granted a $.25 increase in pay, effective with the May Payroll.
PERSONNEL/OFC. CLERK:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, Clerk Gourley was authorized to select an individual to fill the “half-time” position in her office.

CDBG WATER PROJECT:
In connection with Phase II of CDBG 10-PF-037, the Governing Body reviewed Change Order No. 1 to the Ditch Diggers, Inc. contract documents.  Said change would increase the total contract price by $3,476.24.  Ditch Diggers, Inc.’s Pay Estimate No. 2, in the amount of $38,370.28, was also presented. 
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There followed a motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, that said Change Order No. 1 and Pay Estimate No. 2 be approved.  Motion carried.
ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported Ted Bunn would be providing a tabulation of several proposals for equipment and work in connection with RICE NESHAP requirements.  It appeared that the cost of the catalytic converter improvements to the engines would be somewhere in the $400,000.00 range.  Meyer also reported the City’s power plant had been running quite a bit lately due to problems being experienced by our regular energy suppliers. 

NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
The Council examined an updated Report of Abatement Notices sent to owners of nuisance properties.   Correspondence from a N. 3rd Street property owner was noted, along with a report from the Health Officer.  No written request for a hearing had been received.  Therefore, it was determined that the City Attorney should proceed with the next step in abating the nuisance.
LABOR & EQUIP. RATE:
Due to the current costs associated with services provided, the labor and equipment rates charged by the City were reviewed.  The last adjustment had been made in 2006.  Crispin moved to increase the labor rate from $25.00 to $30.00 per hour and the equipment rate from $35.00 to $50.00 per hour.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

GRASS CLIPPINGS ORD.:
Attorney Metz presented a draft of an ordinance prohibiting the discharge of grass clippings or other vegetation onto the city streets.  The ordinance will be considered at the June City Council meeting.

FARMWAY COURT CASE:
Attorney Metz updated the Governing Body on the status of the City’s ongoing case against Farmway Coop.  The Appellate Court had affirmed the District Court’s decision.  Because of the far-reaching impact of the decision on Cities utilizing the Uniform Public Offense Code, and with the support of the League of Kansas Municipalities, a review of the decision had been submitted to the Kansas Supreme Court.
RADIATOR BLDG.:
Superintendent Meyer reported he had received 2 bids for the repair of the radiator building at the power plant and each of them was over $100,000.00.  Some adjustment might be allowed if the City crew removed the old building.

COUNCIL RESIGNATION:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Feldkamp, the resignation of Councilmember Leon Kingan was accepted, with regret.

DEMO DERBY GROUNDS:
Councilmember Feldkamp suggested the City either proceed with the use of the Price acreage west of town for a demolition derby site or consider an increase in the current rental agreement.   The matter will be an agenda item again next month.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:57 p.m.









/s/ Rose M. Gourley






    

    City Clerk

