
Council Meeting                                                                                                                         May 12, 2014

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis R. Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Councilmember absent:  Melodee Larsen.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Carly Errebo, Bob White, and Jyll Phillips.
AGENDA AMENDMENT:
An item regarding dangerous structures was added to the agenda.   
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, Minutes of the April 14, 2014, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 14-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $55,501.08 was presented.   A motion by Crispin, seconded by Flinn, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April totaled $69,583.63.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $111,144.98. Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Zsuzsics, all said invoices in the amount of $180,728.61, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Sixteen (16) accounts, totaling $4,083.74, were on the list of delinquent utilities. 
APPOINTMENTS/
The following Council Committees were appointed by Mayor Schwerdtfager:

COUNCIL COMMITTEES:






Finance – Crispin (Chairman), Larsen, Flinn


                              Streets & Alleys – Zsuzsics (Chairman), Feldkamp, Crispin



                    Park, Cemetery & Fire – Feldkamp (Chairman), Zsuzsics, Flinn


                     Light, Water & Sewer – Larsen (Chairman), Zsuzsics, Feldkamp

                                                                     Airport, Library & Housing – Flinn (Chairman), Larsen, Crispin

APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Schwerdtfager made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:

CITY OFFICIALS:


                                                                                                               City Clerk – Rose M. Gourley

                                                                                                  Deputy City Clerk – Heather N. Simms

                                                                                                        City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                                         City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                                Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                                     Municipal Judge – Brian V. Grace


There followed a motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL;
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Zsuzsics, Jack D. Crispin, Jr. was elected President of the Council.
FRA TREASURER BOND:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Flinn, the Treasurer’s bond for the Lincoln Firefighters Relief Association, in the amount of $15,000.00, was approved.
OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, The Bank of Tescott and Citizens State Bank were designated as Official Depositories for City funds.
DANGEROUS STRUCTURES:
The Governing Body reviewed options available under existing City Code for responding to complaints about dangerous structures.  In particular, a W. Lincoln Ave. building had been the subject of more than one complaint regarding blowing and falling debris.  City Attorney Metz reiterated the need for a “public officer” to investigate and respond to these types of  complaints.       Possible candidates and funding of such
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“public officer” were discussed at length.  Crispin moved to send a letter to the owner of the property in question and to invite a potential “public officer” candidate to attend the next meeting.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.
POWER PLANT ENGINE:
Correspondence regarding water leaks on the Unit 7 Nordberg engine was received.  Wheeler World is expected to make future repairs.
ELECTRIC RATES:
Clerk Gourley presented an updated Electric Rate Forecast Model and explained which items had been changed to reflect more accurate cost increases.  She said, in order to keep the rate increase as low as possible, she had used conservative estimates for the 2014 year.  The results, however, still indicated a 15.2% increase necessary to maintain the current fund balance.   Much discussion followed later in the evening about the impact of rate adjustments.  Thereafter, Feldkamp moved to increase the electric rates, across the board, by $.01 per kWh, to add $1.00, across the board, to the service charge, and to review rates again in six months.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

WATER PLANT:
Attorney Metz provided a draft of an “Invitation for Bid” to dismantle and remove the water treatment plant building.  He said he still needed to obtain some information from the City Superintendent before completing the document.
NOISE ORDINANCE #703:
Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE RECOGNIZING THAT EXCESSIVE LOUD NOISES CAN DISRUPT THE PEACEFUL ENVIRONMENT OF THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY; CAN INJURE OR ENDANGER THE COMFORT, REPOSE, HEALTH OR PEACE OF OTHERS WITHIN THE CITY; CAN PRESENT A SAFETY HAZARD TO CITIZENS AND OPERATORS OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON THE STREETS OF THE CITY; MAKING IT UNLAWFUL TO MAKE OR CAUSE TO BE MADE SUCH EXCESSIVE NOISE, AND PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES IN VIOLATION THEREOF.”  He noted changes made to address the complaints about “off road vehicles,” and other changes from the previous version of the “noise ordinance.”  Flinn moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Crispin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Flinn, Zsuzsics.  Nay:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #703 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.
COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP:
Carly Errebo asked that volunteer city employees be once again allowed to operate city equipment in the next Community Volunteer Clean-up scheduled for June 14th.  There were no objections.  She also asked about the process for donating derelict properties to the City.  Attorney Metz advised the City Clerk’s office should be contacted initially, and his office would process the deed.  It was also reported that some property owners had responded to the letters from the City Attorney and were initiating demolition and clean-up.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:26 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session, with City Attorney Metz and City Clerk Gourley, for a period of fifteen (15) minutes, for the purpose of consultation with the city attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 8:40 p.m.

WATER SYSTEM:
Mandy Fincham, Community Development Specialist with the North Central Regional Planning Commission, provided information regarding possible funding sources for another water main improvement project.  She said the CDBG process was very competitive, and the City should expect to provide a substantial match.  Loan sources would require water rates high enough to insure re-payment of loans.  Discussion followed.  Because the City was reluctant to raise water rates again, and because a larger project usually received more favorable bids, it was decided that another water main project be delayed until the water fund could accumulate a larger amount of matching funds for a CDBG application.

COMMUNITY BLDG.:
Ms. Fincham also reminded the City that only one CDBG application was allowed per year.  A Kan-Step grant application, if utilized for a community building, would count as that one application.  She was informed that the community building was an idea in its early stages.
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BALL PARK EQUIPMENT:
The Post Rock Community Foundation had notified the City that it had been selected to receive a $1,001.00 grant from the Post Rock Healthy Living Fund.  Said funds were to be used to pay for a new net and indoor/outdoor carpet for the batting cage at the Lincoln Baseball Field.
POOL OPERATIONS;
The City Council agreed that admission fees and hours of operation for the Lincoln Swimming Pool should remain the same as last summer.

RV PARK:
Clerk Gourley reported that the City’s new RV Camping area west of the City Park had been very well received.  All of the sites were full and reservations were being taken into the summer.  Council discussed other private locations being used to park RV’s and whether those locations violated the section of City Code dealing with “mobile homes.”

STORM SHELTER:  
A question had arisen about where the campers at the RV Park could shelter in case of severe weather.  Clerk Gourley advised the City Hall basement had been approved for use as a storm shelter and a key provided to the former Lincoln County Emergency Services Director.  She had spoken with Sheriff Weigel who advised he had a key to the city hall basement and would open it for the campers in case of a tornado warning.  However, certain records housed in the basement would need to be kept secure.  For that purpose an inside door and/or frame would need to be repaired so the door could be locked.  Mayor Schwerdtfager had inspected the door and suggested the City Superintendent be approached to see if the City Crew could fix it.
POST ROCK FESTIVAL;
Lisa Feldkamp, representing the Post Rock Festival Committee, asked for permission to use the City Park and Swimming Pool for Post Rock Festival events, to be held August 30, 2014.  There were no objections, and upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, her request was approved.
POST ROCK APTS/LHA:
Denise Ehrlich, Executive Director, of the Lincoln Housing Authority, had submitted the proposed operating budget for Post Rock Apartments, for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 2014, as well as the independent auditor’s report for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2013, for both the Lincoln Housing Authority and the Post Rock Apartments.  Clerk Gourley advised those documents were placed on file each year and were available for review.
CITY CODE:
Clerk Gourley reported the League of Kansas Municipalities was nearing completion of the final draft of the codification update.

DOG DISPOSAL FEES:
Clerk Gourley provided information about the cost of euthanasia and disposal at Beloit and Ellsworth Veterinary Hospitals.

FIRE PROTECTION:
There was a short discussion about fire protection north of K-18 and west of K-14.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:46 p.m.








/s/ Rose M. Gourley






    

    City Clerk

