
Council Meeting                                                                                                                       May 9, 2011

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, and Arletta R. Morse.  Councilmembers absent:  D. Leon Kingan and Joel Mahin.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.   Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Amy Hawkinson, John Baetz, Sharon Thompson, and Anthony Rice.      
MINUTES:
Minutes of the April 11, 2011, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 11-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $44,011.70 was presented.   A motion by Morse, seconded by Feldkamp, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April totaled $613.05. A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $127,038.10. Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $127,651.15, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Sixteen (16) accounts, totaling $2,533.21, were on the list of delinquent utilities. 
OATH OF OFFICE:
City Clerk Gourley administered the Oath of Office to newly-elected Councilmember Jack D. Crispin, Jr.
APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Stegman made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:
CITY OFFICIALS:

                                                                                                               City Clerk – Rose M. Gourley

                                                                                                  Deputy City Clerk – Heather N. Simms

                                                                                                        City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                                         City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                                Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                                     Municipal Judge – Brian V. Grace

There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.
FRA TREASURER BOND:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Feldkamp, the Treasurer’s bond for the Lincoln Firefighters Relief Association, in the amount of $15,000.00, was approved.
LIVE LINCOLN COUNTY:
John Baetz, President of Sixteen 60 Publishing Co., presented his vision for producing an annual full color glossy magazine and high quality website under the name of “Live Lincoln County.”    These two mediums would be designed to provide a comprehensive resource for citizens of Lincoln County and a marketing tool to recruit businesses and individuals to Lincoln County.  He asked that the City of Lincoln Center become one of the major “sponsors” of the endeavor by contributing $2,000.00 in advertising.  Four pages in the magazine would be dedicated for the City’s “advertorial,” and the city would have a significant presence on the website.  Mr. Baetz fielded questions about other entities committing to the project, whether print on paper would still be a viable tool in the future, and whether the City’s commitment would be an annual expectation.  Mr. Baetz advised the Council that, depending upon the success of the project, he would return annually to ask for a recommitment.  Following further discussion, Feldkamp moved to commit $2,000.00 to the “Live Lincoln County” project.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
POOL EQUIPMENT:
Councilmember Feldkamp had researched options for obtaining a lift chair for the municipal pool.  She presented two quotes for portable chairs and recommended the one from Commercial Aquatic Services, Inc., it having a greater lift capacity for a reasonable difference in cost.  It was suggested that a cover be purchased, as well, to protect the equipment when not in use.  She noted that the freight charges included in the quotes were estimated, due to fluctuations in the fuel market.  After discussion, Feldkamp moved to
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purchase the Patriot Portable Lift and Cover from Commercial Aquatic Services, Inc., Olathe, KS, at a cost of approximately $6,365.00.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
MOWING EQUIPMENT:
Superintendent Meyer provided estimates from four vendors for the replacement of two of the City’s riding mowers.  After review of the estimates and a discussion of the dealers and brands currently being used, Crispin moved to purchase a new 52” Grasshopper 723T mower, with rear discharge, from All Seasons Power Equipment, Minneapolis, KS, for $8,999.00, with trade-in of the 1996 Grasshopper 720K, and to purchase a new 48” Hustler FasTrak mower from Lincoln Building Supply for $5,921.00, without trade-in.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.

CITY HALL SECURITY:
Clerk Gourley had obtained a proposal from File Safe Records Management & Security Systems, Salina, KS, for an Alarm System and Video Surveillance Equipment for City Hall.  It was decided to table the matter to obtain answers to certain operational questions.
TRAFFIC CONTROL:
It was reported that the removal of certain trees at the N. 5th St./W. High St. intersection should have improved the visibility at that location.
SKUNK CONTROL:
No new measures were introduced to mitigate the skunk population in town.  Citizens were being put in touch with Kansas Fish and Wildlife.
WATER MAIN PROJECT:
It was noted that the water line replacement project had gotten underway within the past week and work was proceeding as expected.

WATER CONSERVATION:
Clerk Gourley reported that the provisions of the City’s Water Conservation Plan had been revised as suggested by the Kansas Water Office, specifically regarding the feasibility of billing water in gallons and reading water meters in the winter months.  There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, to adopt the Municipal Water Conservation Plan for the City of Lincoln Center, as amended.  Motion carried.
WATER EMERG. ORD. #685:
There came on for consideration an ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 626 WHICH AUTHORIZES THE DECLARATION OF A WATER WATCH, WARNING OR EMERGENCY; ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES AND VOLUNTARY AND MANDATORY CONSERVATION MEASURES; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS; AND EXTENDING RECOMMENDED AND MANDATORY RESTRICTIONS ON WATER USAGE TO PRIVATE WELLS WITHIN THE CITY; PROVIDING CERTAIN AUTHORITY TO CITY OFFICIALS; PROVIDING FOR FEES FOR RECONNECTION OF SERVICES; AND PRESCRIBING CERTAIN PENALTIES.”  Said ordinance would expand the City’s Water Drought/Emergency procedures to apply to private well users.  Crispin moved to pass said ordinance, seconded by Morse.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, and Morse.  Nays:  None.  The ordinance was declared passed, assigned #685 by the City Clerk, was approved and signed by the Mayor, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported the intercooler for the #6 Enterprise engine at the power plant was not able to be repaired.  Ted Bunn was looking for an intercooler replacement and working on the liners, and Exline had been up to do machine work.

NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
The Council examined an updated Report of Abatement Notices sent to owners of nuisance properties. An issue regarding a dead tree on private property was re-visited, and Attorney Metz reported he was working on an answer to curbing the stray cat population.

SIDEWALK/STREET USE:
Anthony Rice asked for permission to close the 100 block of E. Lincoln Ave., allowing him to sponsor a sidewalk chalk festival, live band, and street dance on Saturday, May 28th.  He also asked that the City provide barricades for the event.  He had spoken with most of the merchants in the block, and many were not open on Saturday.  There was concern expressed about the Finch Theatre parking.  Crispin moved to approve Mr. Rice’s request, subject to approval of the Finch Theatre Board.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
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BANKING:
Clerk Gourley reported meeting with Citizen’s State Bank representatives regarding the possibility of increasing the investment of City funds at their institution.  It was agreed that the action would be considered for idle funds, provided the investment rate of return was in line with the Bank of Tescott’s.

PERSONNEL/OFFICE CLERK:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, the employment of L. Pamela Morgan as a part-time office clerk was approved, with a starting wage of $9.50 per hour.  The half-time office clerk position will remain open at this time.
MISCELLANEOUS:
Councilmember Feldkamp thanked the City Crew for mowing the soccer fields.  She also said she had been approached about the need for a new ladder fire truck and agreed to look into grant possibilities.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Morse moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:15 p.m.









/s/ Rose M. Gourley






    

    City Clerk

