
Council Meeting                                                                                                                           April 14, 2014

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, and Melodee Larsen.  Councilmember absent:  Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.   Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Dena Donley, Jyll Phillips, Virgil & Dolores Obermueller, Shari Pittenger, Heidi Allen, Charlene Griffin, Ashton Kobbeman, Emily Huehl, Lana Healy, John Kobbeman, Nancy Walter, and Tim Meier.

AGENDA AMENDMENT:
Councilmember Feldkamp added an agenda item regarding Community Clean-up.     
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, minutes of the March 10, 2014, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 14-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $50,608.26, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Feldkamp, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in March, totaled $94,552.59, and a list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $94,721.20.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, payment of all said invoices, in the amount of $189,273.79, was approved.
DELINQUENT ACCNTS:
Council reviewed 109 accounts totaling $17,443.36, on the list of delinquent utilities. It was agreed that certain accounts would be certified as soon as possible for collection on the tax rolls.  
ARTS COMM. APPNTS.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager appointed Becky Rathbun and Kae Hayworth to regular 3-year terms and Doris Von Fange to fill an unexpired term on the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.   Feldkamp moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
LIBRARY APPNTS;
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Patrisha Street, Terry Broberg, and Kathy Moss to regular 4-year terms on the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, the Mayor’s appointments were confirmed.

FOWL PERMIT:
Ashton Kobbeman provided information regarding her application for a fowl permit (to keep 6 chickens and 2 ducks on her property at 708 N. 2nd St.).  Neighborhood residents were given an opportunity to provide positive or negative comments on the proposal.  After reviewing all of the comments received, Crispin moved to deny said permit.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  Mayor Schwerdtfager voiced the Governing Body’s appreciation to Ms. Kobbeman for going through the application and permit process.
ANIMAL CONTROL:
Heidi Allen and Charlene Griffin, representing the Lincoln Area Humane Society, offered whatever services the newly formed organization could provide to Lincoln.  A Group Home Shelter License had been obtained from the State of Kansas, and depending upon availability of foster homes, the organization was willing to take the dogs released from the Lincoln Animal Shelter.  Ms. Allen said they would be promoting micro chipping, and to that end, needed to obtain a microchip reader at a cost of approximately $200.00.  They would also be promoting spay/neutering and control of the feral cat population in the future.  She also said Sheriff Weigel had been supportive of these ideas.  It was agreed that the City would utilize the organization, as able.  For vicious dogs, it was suggested that area veterinarians be contacted to find out the charges for euthanasia and disposal.
RABIES CLINIC:
Correspondence was received from the Denmark Dames Service Club, thanking the City for its approval and support of their sponsorship of the rabies clinic for dogs and cats held in March, 2014.  Seventy-two (72) dogs and cats were vaccinated, up from sixty-two (62) last year.  The sponsors, veterinarian and pet owners were very pleased with the results.  The group asked for approval to hold the Clinic again in March, 2015.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, said approval was granted.
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BALL PARKS:
A Post Rock Healthy Living Grant Application, prepared by Pete Falcon, had been submitted for batting cage improvements at the east ball field.

Schwerdtfager Masonry had volunteered to convert the old restrooms at the west ball field into a place to house the Lincoln Rec Commission’s “Gator.”  There would be space left to keep the field equipment currently being stored there.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Flinn, said project was approved.
POOL OPERATIONS:
A Post Rock Healthy Living Fund Grant Application, prepared by Councilmember Lisa Feldkamp, had been submitted to acquire exercise toys and equipment for use by pool patrons.

The Governing Body reviewed a multi-year report on revenues and expenses for the Lincoln Municipal Pool.  The 2013 Pool Report, provided by last year’s managers, was also made available for review.
EXECUTIVE SESSION;
At 8:27 p.m., Feldkamp moved to enter into executive session, with City Attorney Metz, City Clerk Gourley, and City Superintendent Meyer,  for a period of ten (10) minutes, for the purpose of discussions involving non-elected personnel.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 8:37 p.m. 
POOL PERSONNEL:
Applications for Pool Manager and Lifeguard positions were reviewed.  Shari Pittenger responded to questions relating to previous, Co-Manager on-duty schedules, the need for assistant managers when co-managers were hired, control of algae growth, concrete damage, and availability of guards.  It was decided that the 2014 Pool Season would be from Memorial Day to August 9th.  Following a general discussion of the qualifications and experience of the applicants, Larsen moved to employ Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger as Co-Managers for the 2014 pool season.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.   Larsen then moved to offer employment to all of the lifeguard applicants:  Jennifer Crist, Sawyer Pittenger, Brittni Harlow, Lindsay Crist, Allison Kirkendall, Courtney Batchman, Brittney Heald, Tyrece Simms, and Christopher Hester, subject to the acquisition of all required certifications.  Flinn moved to utilize the 2013 pay scale, applied to 2014, for pool personnel wages.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.
RV PARK:
Construction of the new RV Camping area west of the City Park was nearing completion, and several inquiries had been received regarding fees and availability.  Superintendent Meyer reported the sites should be available by April 21st, allowing time for settling of dirt covering water and sewer lines.  He also suggested that chip rock could be applied temporarily and concrete pads be installed at a later time when there was not such a rush of applicants.  It might also prove beneficial to padlock the water services if key-handling could be arranged.  A sample reservation form was provided for Council’s review.  Certain portions were removed or changed, and, following discussion, Larsen moved to implement the following camping fees:  $20.00 per space, per night, $125.00 per space, per week, and $500.00 per space, per month.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Signage, and the placement thereof, was also discussed.  Superintendent Meyer asked where to place the RV sign purchased last year.  No definitive answer was received but it was agreed it should be placed in close proximity to the camping area.  In addition, Flinn moved to purchase standard RV Parking signs for the K-18/Lincoln Ave. intersection, and for the west City Park entrance.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried. 
COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP:
Councilmember Feldkamp reported the community clean-up volunteer group, spear-headed by Carly Errebo, would be participating in another clean-up day on Saturday, April 26, 2014, and again asked if the City would allow City employees to volunteer their time to operate city equipment.  Crispin moved to grant said request, seconded by Larsen.  Motion carried.
CITY-WIDE CLEAN-UP:
Following a short discussion, it was decided to approve the use of equipment and labor for a city-wide clean-up on April 28th and April 29th, under the same conditions as previous years.  A notice will be placed in the local newspaper. 

ECON. DEVELOPMENT:
Progress in local business development was reported.
NOISE ORDINANCE:
There being some potential changes to be made, City Attorney Metz asked that discussion of the noise ordinance be tabled to the next meeting.
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WATER PLANT:
Regarding demolition of the old water plant building, City Attorney Metz advised he would need more detail before drafting an invitation for proposal.

WATER SYSTEM MAP:
Clerk Gourley reported the City’s application for a Public Water Supply System GIS Mapping Assistance Program Grant, through the Kansas Water Office, had been approved.  The Grant would pay 50% of the project costs, up to a maximum of $4,000.00.   The Kansas Rural Water Association would provide data collection and mapping services.
CDBG WATER PROJECT:
Council discussed the potential scope of a water main project if an application through the Community Development Block Grant Program was submitted. 
KANCAP TRAINING:
The Governing Body was informed of an upcoming KanCap training session being held in McPherson.

ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Clerk Gourley reported on her attendance at the long term power supply meeting in Garden City.  Each City was provided its own power supply resource portfolio with KMEA’s recommendations for participation.  Feldkamp moved to approve the suggested participation numbers provided by KMEA.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.


Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, Jack D. Crispin, Jr. was designated as the City’s voting delegate to the 2014 Annual Meeting of Kansas Municipal Utilities, to be held in Wichita on May 9, 2014.


Clerk Gourley explained the electric rate forecasting model provided by Jerry McKenzie, MGT of America.  Initial results indicated a certain level of increase necessary to maintain current or targeted fund balances in the electric fund.  She suggested further time be given to the input levels of the model and a recommendation be provided next month.
EXECUTIVE SESSION;
At 10:29 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session, for a period of twenty (20) minutes, for the purpose of consultation with the city attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.   Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  City Attorney Metz, City Clerk Gourley, and City Superintendent Meyer were invited to attend.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 10:49 p.m.
LEGAL:
Crispin moved to confirm the engagement of the Martin Pringle Law Firm to represent the City in the case involving the Enterprise #6 engine.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.

STREETS/BARRICADES;
Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Feldkamp, the Citizens State Bank was authorized to borrow city barricades for their “Hot Dog Days” on May 2, 2014.
STREET SIGNAGE:
Superintendent Meyer reported the new home at the S. 5th Street/W. College Ave. intersection had caused a change in the visibility at that intersection.  For improved safety, he suggested the “yield” sign be changed to a “stop” sign.  Flinn moved to approve the change in signage, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.

CAPACITOR BANKS:
Superintendent Meyer advised he was checking the cost of replacement of capacitor bank controllers for the electric distribution system.  The capacitor banks maintained voltage stability.

NORDBERG ENGINE:
Superintendent Meyer reported the Nordberg engine at the Power Plant had exhibited problems recently and would be further investigated.

DEVELOPMENT:
Councilmember Flinn asked about criteria for the use of Industrial Park ground.  She also provided an example of what another small city was doing about incentives for new residents.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  Council adjourned at 11:05 p.m.









/s/ Rose M. Gourley









     City Clerk

