
Council Meeting                                                                                                                           April 8, 2013

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Arletta R. Morse, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.   Mayor-elect Travis Schwerdtfager and Councilmember-elect Melodee K. Larsen were also present.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley, and Deputy City Clerk Heather N. Simms.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:   Sarah Hageman, Shari Pittenger, Sammi Wright, Ladonna Reinert, Sherry Pickering, Jyll Phillips, Anne Grace, and Terry Broberg.   
MINUTES:
Minutes of the March 13, 2013, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 13-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $43,115.03, was presented.  A motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in March, totaled $1,243.90, and a list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $138,272.77.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, payment of all said invoices, in the amount of $139,516.67, was approved.
DELINQUENT ACCNTS:
Council reviewed eight (8) accounts totaling $1,419.49, on the list of delinquent utilities.
OATHS OF OFFICE:
Clerk Gourley administered the Oath of Office to newly-elected Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager and Councilmembers Nikki Flinn and Melodee K. Larsen.
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL:
Larsen moved to elect Jack Crispin, President of the Council, seconded by Feldkamp.  Upon call for vote, Crispin was duly elected President of the Council.
OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, the Bank of Tescott and the Citizen’s State Bank were designated as Official Depositories for city funds.

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, the Lincoln Sentinel Republican was designated as the Official City Newspaper. 
ARTS COMM. APPNTS.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager appointed Dennis Cross and re-appointed Bob Crangle and Kris Heinze  to regular 3-year terms on the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission. Flinn moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

PORT AUTH. APPNTS.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Clay Haring and Dennis Pittenger to regular 4-year terms on the Lincoln Port Authority.  Flinn moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Motion carried.
FAIR HOUSING:
Larsen moved to authorize Mayor Schwerdtfager to sign a Proclamation proclaiming the month of April as Fair Housing Month.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

LIBRARY;
Anne Grace, President of the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board, along with Boardmember Terry Broberg, asked the Governing Body to consider cementing an 8’ x 20’ area just west of the library’s south parking lot and relocating the library book drop and bike rack to that area.  The change would allow drivers to drop books without exiting their vehicles and would eliminate the need to mow around the bike rack.  Following discussion with the Superintendent about the area in question, Feldkamp moved to approve the Library’s request.   Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried. 
BALL PARKS:
Sarah Hageman, Lincoln Rec Director, had solicited several quotes for safety guards for the ball park fences.  Each provided for “Poly-Cap” rolls, ties, and an installer tool.  After a short review of the  information presented,  Flinn moved to purchase the package proposed by Mid-America Sports Advantage, 
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for $1,858.00.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  It was agreed that the purchase would be made from the Special Park & Equipment Fund.
POOL OPERATIONS:
The Governing Body reviewed a multi-year report on revenues and expenses for the Lincoln Municipal Pool.  The 2012 Pool Report, provided by last year’s managers, was also made available for review.

Shari Pittenger and Sammi Wright, Pool Co-Managers for the past ten years, addressed the complaints mentioned at the last city council meeting.  They asked that the complaints be brought to them before being aired at a council meeting without their knowledge or input.  Pittenger reviewed several items:  why the August 9th closing date was necessary this year, the reasons the pool was cleared at 7:50 p.m., the timing of adult swim, the elimination of family swim last year, the lack of respect for pool employees, and the change in city support, especially in the last couple of years.  Wright said, even though she lives in Germany most of the year, she considers Lincoln her home, enjoys managing the pool and loves providing swimming lessons every summer.  Councilmembers Crispin, Zsuzsics, and Larsen reported receiving positive feedback regarding the former managers.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Applications for Pool Manager and Lifeguard positions were reviewed.  Following a general discussion of the qualifications and experience of the applicants, Crispin moved to employ Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger as Co-Managers and Nicholas Ledet, Jennifer Crist, Sawyer Pittenger, Nicholas Feldkamp, Mackenzie Wilson, Brittni Harlow, Lindsay Crist, Courtney Batchman, and Allison Kirkendall as Lifeguards, subject to the acquisition of all required certifications.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried by a 4-1 vote.   Crispin moved to increase returning manager and assistant manager wages by 2% and pay lifeguards according to the guard wages proposed in the Managers 2012 Pool Report, up to year four.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.
POOL OPERATIONS:
It was agreed that concessions for the pool should be obtained locally if possible to acquire at a reasonable price.  Councilmember Feldkamp introduced discussion of ADA “Aqua Steps” for the pool.  The 24” width being an area of concern, no decision was made.  Councilmember Feldkamp also reported three grants were in the works to obtain a shade system, chaise lounge chairs and benches, and sports equipment for the pool.  Discussion of priorities followed.  Crispin moved to pursue grant income in order of priority, with the shade system, then chaises being of most importance.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  
The proposal to help fund the pool by adding a $2.00 surcharge on monthly residential water bills was discussed.  Councilmembers reported both positive and negative feedback.  The time frame for implementing a new income strategy for this year was questioned.  The legality of such action had also been questioned.  Crispin moved to table action pending further research by the City Attorney.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.
HANDICAP PARKING:
Gwen Knight requested the City place a handicap parking space in front of 150 E. Lincoln Ave.  She had provided a drawing of the proposed spot, which indicated utilizing the adjacent property’s driveway entrance to access the sidewalk.  Certain questions were raised about the curbing and slope.  Crispin moved to table discussion pending review of the design and consultation with the adjacent property owner.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.
POLE ATTACHMENTS:
Clerk Gourley relayed a request from IdeaTek Systems Inc. to rent space on city utility poles in order to hang fiber optic cable accessing both Lincoln schools.  She was awaiting a reply on the route requested and the number of poles to be utilized.

KMEA DIRECTORS:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Flinn, Jack D. Crispin, Jr. was appointed to serve as the City of Lincoln Center’s Director #1, Travis Schwerdtfager as Director #2, and Melodee Larsen as Alternate on the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency’s Board of Directors.
KMEA BASELOAD:
Superintendent Meyer explained how the re-allocation of EMP2 base-load resources should provide a positive financial impact on the city’s electrical energy costs.  In a March meeting of EMP2 cities, he had, therefore, tentatively agreed to the change.  Crispin moved to approve the re-allocation, subject to KMEA contract revisions.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
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PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley reported Deirdre K. Mahin had successfully completed her 6-month training period and was entitled to the appropriate increase in pay and benefits.  Feldkamp moved to grant Ms. Mahin a $.50 pay increase and the benefits associated with a “half-time” employee, effective with the April, 2013 payroll.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.

Charles White’s letter of resignation, effective May 24, 2013, was received and placed on file.
Superintendent Meyer reported having hired Jeff Ahring, effective April 22, 2013, as a power plant operator/mechanic, at a starting wage of $11.00 per hour.  It was suggested that employment ads be repeated.  
NUISANCES:
The progress, or lack thereof, of a couple of nuisance properties was reviewed by City Attorney Metz.  He said that a code enforcement officer would be of great benefit to the community.  Mayor Schwerdtfager advised one of his major focuses as Mayor would be to clean up Lincoln, and he would be asking for various means of support to accomplish his goals.
VACATE ALLEY ORD. #695:
City Attorney Metz presented an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE VACATING THE CITY ALLEY THAT RUNS ADJACENT TO THE WEST SIDE OF LOTS 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13 AND 15, IN BLOCK 12, BANNER ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, LINCOLN COUNTY, KANSAS, WHICH ALLEY EXTENDS BETWEEN NORTH STREET ON THE SOUTH AND FRANKLIN STREET ON THE NORTH.”  Crispin moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Flinn.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Flinn, Larsen, and Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #695 by Clerk Gourley and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.
RABIES CLINIC:
Correspondence was received from the Denmark Dames Service Club, thanking the City for its approval and support of their sponsorship of the rabies clinic for dogs and cats held in March, 2013.  Sixty-two (62) dogs and cats were vaccinated, up from forty-nine (49) last year.  The sponsors, veterinarian and pet owners were very pleased with the results.  The group asked for approval to hold the Clinic again in March, 2014.  Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Crispin, said approval was granted.  The Governing Body expressed its appreciation for the group’s public service in sponsoring the clinic.
SOFTBALL BENEFIT:
Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Crispin, Toni and Scott Jensen were authorized to use the West Ball Park for a benefit softball tournament on August 9-12, 2013.

STREET SWEEPER:
Superintendent Meyer was authorized to obtain quotes for replacement of the street sweeper burned up in the fire last September.

POOL DONATION:
Councilmember Feldkamp asked if the City wanted to accept a donation of two large mirrors for the pool.  The offer was declined for safety reasons.

BALL PARK CONCESSIONS:
Following a short discussion, Flinn moved that, in the event that Jerry Jensen is no longer able to operate the concession stand at the ball parks, the Rec Commission be given the authority to do so.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.

CITY SALES TAX:
There had been reported a problem with the collection of city sales tax by retailers operating outside the city limits.  The issue had been reported, however, there was little that the city could do to monitor the collection by retailers, i.e. cell phone companies, who were unaware of jurisdictional boundaries.  All documentation had been properly filed with the Kansas Director of Taxation following passage of Ordinance No. 693.   
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Feldkamp moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  Council adjourned at 11:10 p.m.









/s/ Rose M. Gourley









     City Clerk

