
Council Meeting                                                                                                          March 10, 2014

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Melodee Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Councilmember absent:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz & Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Jyll Phillips, Tim Meier, and Bob White. 
AGENDA AMENDMENT:
Mayor Schwerdtfager added an agenda item regarding KMEA directors.     
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, minutes of the February 10, 2014, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 14-02, for February wages and salaries in the amount of $52,941.57, was presented.  A motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Flinn, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $98,638.08, and unpaid invoices totaling $70,386.33.  Upon motion by Zsuzsics, seconded by Flinn, all said invoices, in the amount of $169,024.41, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Twelve accounts, totaling $2,779.53, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
LHA/APPOINTMENT:
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Carol Rader and Keith Vestal to 4-year terms as members of the Lincoln Housing Authority Board of Commissioners.  Feldkamp moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments, seconded by Larsen.  Motion carried.
ECON. DEVELOPMENT:
Tim Meier asked if the City would consider some economic incentives for introduction of new businesses.  In particular, even though the former Carrico building was located outside City limits, he asked if a reduction in utility rates might be a possibility.  He said Lincoln County had nothing presently in place to assist.  He said that a prospective business expected to have 4-5 permanent employees with another 20 or so coming through.  Council agreed that they would support a new business but would need to see more details before making any decisions.  It was suggested that a cost-benefit analysis should be shared with the City.

MUNICIPAL POOL:
Councilmember Feldkamp requested certain changes be made to the job descriptions for pool manager and lifeguard positions prior to placing the ads in the newspaper.  Following a period of discussion, she agreed to provide the approved changes to the City Clerk prior to the ad placement. 
Mayor Schwerdtfager mentioned concrete damage at the pool and he and Superintendent Meyer distributed photos of the most severe locations.  Superintendent Meyer said he thought the concrete would need to be patched this year because there was not enough time available to arrange for some more permanent solution.  Major concrete work was needed, however.
PARK PICNIC TABLES:
Councilmember Feldkamp asked if the City would be interested in having the USD 298 Shop Class construct some picnic tables for the park and, if so, how many, and of what size.  Following discussion, Flinn moved to ask for two picnic tables to start with, one each for the pool and for the RV Park, with the same dimensions as the tables already in the park.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  It was also decided that the tables should not be painted by the Shop Class.
ANIMAL CONTROL: 
The Governing Body discussed possible ways to handle the release of dogs from the City’s animal shelter.  For years, the dogs had been taken to the Salina Animal Shelter for release.  That option was presently not available because of a change of ownership and operation; therefore, the dogs remaining unclaimed or unadopted after the maximum time provided by City Ordinance, would need to be euthanized or otherwise disposed of.  Other options had been explored and were somewhat cost prohibitive.  It  was suggested that  a “No Kill Shelter” in Minneapolis be contacted
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and the remaining dog housed at the Lincoln Animal Shelter be taken there, if possible.  Due to the state rules and regulations for utilizing pet animal foster homes, it was decided that that option was not an acceptable one for the Lincoln Animal Shelter. 
AIRPORT GRANT:
Information had been provided that the Lincoln Airport had been selected for funding of its runway design under the KDOT Airport Improvement Program.  A minimum of 10% was required from project sponsors.
AIRPORT LEASE:
Attorney Metz presented an “Addendum to Cash Rent Farm Lease” which added acreage to the Cash Rent Farm Lease with Clay Haring.  Haring was agreeable to the terms and had signed the Addendum.  Feldkamp moved to approve the Addendum and authorize Mayor Schwerdtfager to execute the appropriate documents.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
WATER PLANT:
Demolition and removal of the old water plant building was brought up for discussion.  Due to the nature of the building and contents, the project would be more complicated than a simple demolition.  It was unknown what the cost of demolition might be.  Therefore, after further discussion, a motion was made by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, that an invitation for proposals for the job be advertised.  Motion carried.  Superintendent Meyer and Attorney Metz would work together to draft the necessary advertisement.
FIRE/ISO RATING:
Correspondence had been received from Insurance Services Office, Inc. (ISO) regarding a recent Public Protection Classification survey conducted in Lincoln.  Fire suppression services were analyzed and the information gathered was used to assign a Public Protection Classification (PPC.)


On a scale of 1 to 10, Lincoln’s classification number had improved from 6 to 5, thereby creating the possibility of lower insurance prices for personal or commercial property insurance.
WATER SYSTEM:
Superintendent Meyer encouraged the City to continue replacement of old water mains.  He also suggested that a new water system map be prepared.  The last water system mapping project was completed in 2000 by Wilson & Company.  Copies of that map had been updated periodically but were destroyed in the City Shop Fire of 2012.  Council gave approval for Superintendent Meyer to make the necessary contacts for mapping the water system.

POWER PLANT UPDATE:
Superintendent Meyer presented a proposal from B.C.T. Bunn, Inc., to replace the full flow lube oil filter housing on the Nordberg engine.  The price to deliver and install a used, Hilco HyFlow housing with 3 new filter elements was $15,250.00.  This filtering system was an improvement over the old one which required 36 elements.  There followed a motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Flinn, to approve the $15,250.00 proposal.  Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 9:07 p.m., Flinn moved to enter into executive session, with City Attorney Metz, City Clerk Gourley, and City Superintendent Meyer, for a period of fifteen (15) minutes, for the purpose of consultation with the city attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  The City Council returned to regular session at 9:22 p.m.


At 9:22 p.m., Feldkamp moved to enter into executive session, with City Attorney Metz, City Clerk Gourley, and City Superintendent Meyer, for a period of ten (10) minutes, for the purpose of consultation with the city attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  The City Council returned to regular session at 9:32 p.m.
KMEA DIRECTOR #2:
Upon motion by Larsen, seconded by Feldkamp, Travis Schwerdtfager was appointed as Lincoln’s  Director #2 on the KMEA Board of Directors for a two year term expiring on April 30, 2016.  
KDHE SEWER INSPECTION:
On February 12, 2014, KDHE Field Representative Marsha Fleming conducted a routine compliance inspection of the wastewater treatment facility.  Correspondence outlining her findings was provided indicating there were no follow-up actions necessary.
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PERSONNEL:
Superintendent Meyer presented a 6-month review and made recommendations for the continued employment of Maintenance Worker Jimmy Spears.  There followed a motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Zsuzsics, that Jimmy R. Spears be granted full benefits and a $.50 per hour increase in pay, effective with the March, 2014, payroll.  Motion carried.
NOISE ORDINANCE:
City Attorney Metz provided a draft of a new ordinance prohibiting excessive noise and asked that the Governing Body review the ordinance for action at the next regular meeting.

NUISANCES:
City Attorney Metz presented a draft of a letter to be sent to the most blatant nuisance property owners, along with pictures provided by community volunteers last year.  In addition, upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Feldkamp, correspondence, in the form of a letter to the editor, was approved for submission to the Lincoln Sentinel.

CHAMBER BBQ COOK-OFF:
The Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce, again sponsoring a BBQ Cook Off, requested permission to use and have the City Crew put up barricades to close the south side of Lincoln Avenue from 3rd to 4th Street.  The cook-off was scheduled for Saturday, April 12th.  Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Larsen, said request was approved.

FAIR HOUSING:
Feldkamp moved to authorize Mayor Schwerdtfager to sign a Proclamation proclaiming the month of April as Fair Housing Month.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.

COMMUNITY CENTER:
Councilmember Feldkamp shared that she was part of a committee which had been formed to investigate the possibility of acquiring a community/wellness center.  She had been in contact with Mandy Fincham, NCRPC, regarding grant possibilities.

LINCOLN AFTER PROM:
Councilmember Flinn relayed a request to borrow city barricades to block off the LJSHS parking lot for an “After Prom” event on April 5th.  Following a short discussion of possible conflicts, Flinn moved to approve said request.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  

 ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Larsen moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  Council adjourned at 10:10 p.m.








/s/ Rose M. Gourley







     City Clerk
