
Council Meeting                                                                                                                        February 11, 2013

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present: Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Arletta R. Morse, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Steve McReynolds, Clay Haring, Carly Seirer, Jyll Phillips, Dustin Florence, Travis Schwerdtfager, James Oltman, Gary Kuehn, Mike Weigel, Jim Gabelmann, Sylvia Kelly, Barry Schoen, and Lee Modrow.   
MINUTES:
Minutes of the January 14, 2013, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 13-01, for January wages and salaries in the amount of $53,545.17, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $14,226.30, and unpaid invoices totaling $188,982.82.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, all said invoices in the amount of $203,209.12, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Ten (10) accounts, totaling $2087.43, were on the list of delinquent utilities reviewed.
LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Sheriff Mike Weigel introduced himself and his undersheriff, Dustin Florence, and encouraged the Governing Body to make contact any time there were law enforcement issues or concerns.  Councilmembers Feldkamp and Flinn expressed appreciation for the noticeable law enforcement presence in school zones.

TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Sheriff Weigel reported that the upcoming Baxter Black appearance at the Lincoln Elementary School on February 16, 2013, was expected to draw a larger crowd than could be handled in the immediate parking area of the school.  He asked that the City approve the use of golf carts or other similar vehicles to shuttle elderly attendees who might need to park several blocks away.  The Council had no objections as the event could be classified as a “lawful community activity” exception granted by Ordinance #678.

CHAMBER BBQ COOK-OFF:
Carly Seirer, Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce Retail Committee, asked that the City give permission to have city crews put up barricades to close the parking area along two blocks of Lincoln Avenue.  The Chamber was sponsoring a BBQ Cook-Off on Saturday, March 16th, and needed the north side of the 100 block of W. Lincoln Ave., and the south side of the 100 block of E. Lincoln Ave., to accommodate the participating teams and their equipment, from 4 p.m. on Friday, March 15th to 3 p.m. on March 16th.   Approval was granted.

STREETS & ALLEYS:
Gary Kuehn requested the City vacate the alley west of his residence.  He said there was no real access at either the north or south end of the alley.  Superintendent Meyer advised the City had no utilities located in that particular alley.  City Attorney Metz said he would check on legal descriptions and begin the process.
NUISANCES:
Gary Kuehn also reminded the Council of the numerous complaints regarding a particular property in his neighborhood.  He had provided photo documentation in a recent disc to the City Attorney.
AIRPORT:
Clay Haring, Lincoln Port Authority, shared a recent notification from the Kansas Department of Transportation, Division of Aviation, announcing the selection of the Lincoln project for FY 2014 funding.  Funds will be available after July, 2013, and project expenses will be reimbursed at 90%.
CEMETERY:
Steve McReynolds, Trustee of the Grace Hare Trust; Jim Gabelmann, Hall Funeral Home Director; Sylvia Kelly and Barry Schoen, Sylvia’s Monument Services; and Lee Modrow, Lincoln Cemetery Sexton, were present to discuss the continuation of a stone alignment project at the Lincoln Cemetery.  Mr. Gabelmann said the project started in the worst part of the cemetery, and the Sexton was consulted as to which part needed the most work.  It was noted that payment for cemetery improvement projects of this magnitude had been shared
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between the Grace Hare Trust and the Sorensen Trust in the past.    The City had spent over $2000.00 last year on the project.  It was suggested that a maximum amount be set for this year.  Mr. McReynolds suggested each trust could provide $2500.00 for the project.  Crispin moved to contribute $2500.00 from the Sorensen Trust for the stone alignment project.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
COMMUNITY GARDEN:
Jim Gabelmann reported there was a movement to create a community garden on the old “Zink” property at the corner of N. 3rd St. and E. Elm St.

NHRV ORDINANCE #694:
Lincoln County Economic Director Oltman spoke in favor of the renewal of the City’s Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.  He said there is no cost to the taxpayers not participating in the program because the rebate is only on the value of “improvements” to existing property.  He said it is a way to invest in the community and promote development at the same time.  An ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION PLAN AND DESIGNATING A NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION AREA,” was presented and considered.   A motion was made by Crispin, seconded by Flinn, to pass said ordinance.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Flinn, Morse, Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #694 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the Official City Newspaper.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:06 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session, for a period of fifteen (15) minutes, for the purpose of discussing the acquisition of land.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  City Attorney Metz, City Clerk Gourley, and Clay Haring were invited to attend.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 8:21 p.m.

POWER PLANT ENGINES:
Ted Bunn, B.C. & T. Bunn, Inc., submitted pricing, in the amount of $203,295.00, to furnish, deliver and install new Maxim catalytic equipment for Power Plant Engines #2 and#7.  Superintendent Meyer was authorized to instruct Mr. Bunn to proceed as outlined in his Scope of Work dated January 29, 2013.  Issues regarding the #6 engine are still under investigation.
CITY SHOP BUILDING:
Superintendent Meyer reported the new city shop building had been completed by the contractor.  He asked and received approval to order automatic door openers for the equipment bays.

USED COMPUTER EQUIP.:
It was decided that one of the used computers from the city clerk’s office should be reserved for the city shop   and that the other two should be advertised for bids.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:29 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session, for a period of five (5) minutes, for the purpose of discussing personnel matters of non-elected personnel.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.  Attorney Metz, Clerk Gourley, and Superintendent Meyer were invited to attend.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 8:34 p.m.
PERSONNEL:
The Governing Body held a general discussion of city employee matters, including the number of positions required to adequately provide for all of the city services, and the appropriate starting wage to attract qualified employees.  It was decided to try to fill two open positions and to advertise outside of Lincoln, as well as locally, for those positions.  Superintendent Meyer was authorized to use his own best judgment in deciding who to hire.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Feldkamp, the starting wage for a regular, full-time employee was increased to $11.00 per hour.

AGENDA:
Councilmember Flinn asked if it would be possible to move up the setting of the City Council meeting agenda to the Wednesday prior to the meeting.  This would allow more time for study of the agenda items.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:50 p.m.









/s/ Rose M. Gourley







    
      City Clerk   

