Council Meeting                                                                                                                  December 14, 2015



Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Elijah Keever, Melodee Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Heather N. Simms.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.        
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Robert White, David Tangeman, Kelly Larson, Nathan Feldkamp, Marion Florence, David Dohe, Sheri Suelter, Joe Biggs, John Baetz, Ray Laskowski, Dylan Babcock and Tyler Gier.        
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:
There were no amendments to the agenda.
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, minutes of the November 9, 2015, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 15-11, for November wages and salaries in the amount of $53,204.07, was presented.  A motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in November totaled $82,074.13.  Unpaid invoices received to date, totaled $178,447.00.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, all said invoices in the amount of $260,521.13, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of ninety-nine (99) delinquent utility accounts totaling $15.068.94.   Of these accounts, Clerk Simms requested approval to write off, for bookkeeping purposes only, twenty (20) of the accounts totaling $4,934.06.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Keever, said request was approved.
EMERGENCY MASS
Emergency Manager David Dohe presented a proposal from CivicReady regarding an Emergency Mass NOTIFICATION SYSTEM:        Notification System that could be utilized by several entities in Lincoln County.  Dohe said the system       
would be able to notify the public faster than the Nixle system that is currently being used by Lincoln County.  He said CivicReady would be “user friendly” to those who signed up to receive notices, to the administrators that put the information on the system to notify the public and emergency notices could be delivered via landline phones, cell phones or email.  Dohe explained he had presented to USD299, Lincoln County and four fire departments and had sent correspondence to USD298 as well.  He was asked to come back when he confirmed how many of the entities would be participating and had a final cost he would need from the City.  Councilmember Crispin suggested Dohe show Clerk Simms the presentation prior to coming back so the Council would know how much time or extra work would be created for the program.    
LEADERSHIP:
Lincoln County Leadership participants Nathan Feldkamp, Dylan Babcock and Sheri Suelter explained that they chose “Wayfinding Signs” for this year’s project.  The project includes six signs that would welcome visitors help them find locations in town.   There was discussion of sign design and placement locations.  The project was received well by the Governing Body, the Leadership plans to apply for grants to cover the approximate cost of $1100-$1200 per sign.  Superintendent Meyer suggested that they make contact with KDOT State for right-of-way restrictions on Highway 14 for two of the proposed signs and also noted it would be necessary to check the locations for underground utilities.  It was asked if the City would give an “in kind” donation by helping with installation of the signs.  Larsen moved for the Leadership class to proceed with applying for grants for the project and keep the City informed on the progress.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried. 
PRCF GRANT:
Marion Florence reported that Post Rock Community Foundation grant application deadline is February 1, 2016 and said they will be funding up to $10,000 this year on projects.  The Governing Body agreed there are some possible projects in mind that would fit specific categories.  
SECURITY SYSTEM:
Dave Tangeman, File Safe, explained his proposal for additional alarm and video surveillance system for City Hall.  He responded to questions about the equipment options available and data storage.  He stated the City Hall staff was having trouble with the vault combination lock and due to the age of the 
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equipment a digital combination option was the most economical option for replacement.  The lock is worn and replacement is best option.   Tangeman reviewed his proposals for the City Shop, City Warehouse and Power Plant buildings and perimeters. 


Ray Laskowski, R & L Fire & Security Specialists LLC, explained his proposals for the City Shop, Warehouse and Power Plant buildings and perimeters.  Laskowski mentioned the City should check with Home Land Security grants that might be available.  Following discussion, Crispin moved to approve the digital vault combination lock replacement and table the matter until next month for the security systems.  The Governing Body also requested another proposal without security perimeter around the Power Plant.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.
2015, 2016 & 2017 AUDITS:
A proposal for audit services for the years ending December 31, 2015, December 31, 2016 and December 31, 2017, was received from Adams, Brown, Beran & Ball, Chtd.  The terms of service were outlined in their letter dated November 10, 2015, and included the audit fees not to exceed $11,500 for 2015, $12,075 for 2016 and $12,680 for 2017.  Feldkamp moved to approve said audit proposal, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.

LJSHS AFTER-PROM:
Clerk Simms shared correspondence from the 2016 After-Prom Party Fund Raising Committee regarding monetary or merchandise donations.  After discussion, the Governing Body agreed to continue to help with “in kind” donations as they have in the past.
CITY SVC. AWARDS:
Mayor Schwerdtfager presented a City Service Award to Daniel D. Metz (40 years), and thanked him for his dedicated service to the City.  Perry Zachgo, who was unable to attend, was also recognized for his 25 years of service.
PERSONNEL:
A letter of resignation from Patti Winters had been received and placed on file.  She agreed to stay until a replacement could be hired.  Clerk Simms was granted permission to advertise for a part-time janitorial position.


Clerk Simms discussed a quote from US Alliance that had been received for group term life/short term disability insurance.  The Governing Body agreed that since the City had just renewed with Advance no changes be made, but would be willing to look at a proposal next year.
PERSONNEL/2016 WAGES:
After hearing recommendations from Superintendent Meyer and Clerk Simms, Crispin made a motion to:   grant $.50 per hour merit increases to Jeff Ahring, Robert Thompson and Deirdre Mahin; and that all hourly employees and full-time, salaried employees be granted a $.50 per hour COLA increase in pay, effective with the January, 2016 payroll.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  
NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz reported on the nuisance cases in municipal court and the status.  He also relayed that Superintendent Meyer is working on some new health nuisances that have been reported.  
NUISANCE ABATEMENTS:
City Attorney Metz provided information regarding abatement of nuisance proceedings on multiple properties.  He explained that abatement was an alternative to the complaint process; however, there would be considerable up-front expense for the City.  Keever suggested the City contact the County to determine if the dump fees would be reduced due to the fact that the structures were deemed as a health nuisance.  He had also prepared resolutions to deal with a couple of properties where the owners had failed to abate the health nuisances.  The resolutions would allow the City to alleviate the conditions and pass the cost on to the owners of the properties.  Feldkamp moved to adopt Resolutions No. 15-09 and 15-10, each entitled, “RESOLUTIONS AUTHORIZING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE.”  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.

CEMETERY ORD #710:
City Attorney Metz presented an Ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 602 AND ORDINANCE NO. 680 OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, PERMITTING SALE OF SINGLE BURIAL PLOTS, ALLOWING BURIAL IN A SHROUD AND PERMITTING GRAVES TO BE COVERED WITH MARBLE, STONE, CONCRETE, TERRAZZO, GRANITE OR 

DIRT AND SOD, SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTIONS IV (12-404) CITY CLERK; SALES OF
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BURIAL PLOTS, AND XVII (12-417) INTERMENT OF HUMAN BODIES ONLY; REGULATIONS.”  Said ordinance would allow for single plot purchases, burials in shroud and increasing the options for grave covers at the City Cemetery.  Crispin moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Keever.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Feldkamp, Keever, Larsen, and Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #710 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the Official City Newspaper.
YEAR-END MEETING:
The year-end City Council meeting was set for December 31, 2015, at 7:30 a.m.
EQUIPMENT:
Superintendent Meyer notified the Governing Body that the 2001 Cat Backhoe was having some mechanical issues and needs to be transported to Foley Equipment for repair.  He stated he is waiting on a quote for repairs and rental, as the City would need to rent a backhoe while ours was in the shop for repairs.  
FEMA GRANT:
Councilmember Feldkamp relayed she is once again helping the City & Rural Fire Departments apply for a  FEMA grant for fire gear that has a deadline of January 7, 2016.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.  Council adjourned at 10:04 p.m.








/s/ Heather N. Simms 







   

     City Clerk

