Council Meeting                                                                                                   December 9, 2019



Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Elijah Keever, Melodee Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz and Clerk Heather N. Hillegeist.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Robert White, Jyll Phillips, Robert Thompson, Jim Gabelmann, Anita Laws, Dan Metcalfe, Jarrod Heinze, TJ Jonsson and Dennis Kemnitz.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:
Cemetery Sexton was added to the agenda.
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, minutes of the November 12, 2019, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 19-11, for November wages and salaries in the amount of $61,923.10, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Keever, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in November totaled $33,121.80.  Unpaid invoices received to date, totaled $131,115.67.  Upon motion by Zsuzsics, seconded by Crispin, all said invoices in the amount of $164,237.47, were approved for payment.  

DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of eleven (11) delinquent utility accounts totaling $3,185.29.  Of these accounts, Clerk Hillegeist requested approval to write off, for bookkeeping purposes only, nine (9) of the accounts totaling $2,948.47.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, said request was approved.
BEER LICENSE:
An application for a license to retail packaged Cereal Malt Beverages at the premises of DG Retail, LLC was reviewed.  The appropriate fee accompanied the application.  Anita Laws, the district manager, was present to answer questions posed by the Governing Body and City Attorney.  There followed a motion by Keever, seconded by Zsuzsics, that a Cereal Malt Beverage License be issued to DG Retail, LLC.  Motion carried.

LOT BID OPENING:
Mayor Schwerdtfager opened the only sealed bid for the sale of the lot at 217 South 2nd Street.  After discussion, Crispin moved to accept Angie Cantwell’s bid of $3000 for the lot, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Motion carried.
CITY SVC. AWARDS:
Mayor Schwerdtfager presented a City Service Award to Robert Thompson, Head Lineman for his 40 years of dedicated service to the City of Lincoln Center.   
PERSONNEL/2020 WAGES:
After a discussion, Keever moved that all full time hourly and salaried employees be granted a $.50 per hour COLA increase and the starting wage increase to $13.00 per hour, effective with the January, 2020 payroll.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Feldkamp abstained.  
CEMETERY SEXTON:
Jim Gabelmann addressed the Governing Body with the loss of Lee Modrow, the City’s Cemetery Sexton.  Gabelmann explained he had made contact with Tracee Hamilton regarding the position on behalf of the City.  Modrow and Hamilton had worked hand in hand on several projects.  Following further discussion, Crispin moved to rescind all previous appointments, appoint Tracee Hamilton as Cemetery Sexton, appoint Jim Gabelmann to act as Cemetery Sexton and keep records until Hamilton is able to fulfill the duties.  Motion was seconded by 
                                    Zsuzsics, carried.  Gabelmann requested not to receive compensation from the City for his
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                        services while acting as Cemetery Sexton.
ADA ASSESSMENT:
The Governing Body reviewed an ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) Assessment that was completed by David Powell with Independent Connection Inc. earlier this fall.  Powell assessed the City Hall building, Municipal Pool and the East/West Ball Parks.  Powell provided a completed narrative report with suggestions of improvements at the different facilities.  After discussion, Crispin moved to accept the ADA Assessment as presented and move forward with the improvements as finances and time allows.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried. 
FIRE HYDRANTS:
Councilmember Feldkamp shared her concerns regarding the fire hydrants and water main condition.  Superintendent Meyer relayed that he is actively working with Fire Chief Jarrod Heinze on this matter.
CASH RENT/FARM LEASES:
Attorney Metz explained the time line necessary to follow our current Cash Rent/Farm Lease agreements to make them available for the bid process that the Governing Body requested earlier in the year.  Clerk Hillegeist was instructed to put Cash Rent/Farm Leases on the January Agenda.
NUISANCES:
Superintendent Meyer reviewed the list of nuisances with the Governing Body and reported on several of the properties.  After discussion, Meyer was instructed to obtain quotes for towing vehicles and pricing on construction fence large enough to store ten (10) vehicles.     
DANGEROUS STRUCTURES:
Superintendent Meyer presented the Governing Body with new photos of the building at 136 W. Lincoln Avenue.  After discussion, the Governing Body agreed to accept the repairs as sufficient and for Superintendent Meyer to continue to monitor the building.

Attorney Metz explained all means have been used to contact the owner of 132 W. Lincoln Avenue.  Metz explained the next step is to remove the Dangerous Structure to protect the public at the owner’s expense.  After discussion, Feldkamp moved for Clerk Hillegeist to advertise for bids with Mayor Schwerdtfager’s help in the Lincoln-Sentinel newspaper, the Salina Journal newspaper and on the Live Lincoln County website with bids due February 10, 2020 by 5 p.m. at City Hall.  Crispin seconded the motion, carried.  

Dennis Kemnitz owner of 126 W. Lincoln Avenue described to the Governing Body what he claimed to have repaired and his plan to sell the building.  After discussion, Meyer was instructed to take photos, inspect the repairs, and report to the Governing Body at the January meeting.  
YEAR-END MEETING:
The year-end City Council meeting was set for December 30, 2019, at 7:30 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 9:37 p.m., Keever moved to recess to executive session pursuant to justification (b)(1) of K.S.A. 75-4319 with City Attorney Metz and City Clerk Hillegeist present, for a period of five (5) minutes for discussion of personnel matters of nonelected personnel.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  The City Council returned to regular session at 9:42 p.m.
LAND BANK MTG:
Councilmember Feldkamp reminded the Governing Body of the “Land Bank Meeting” at the Finch Theatre on Wednesday December 11th at 7 p.m. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:47 p.m.








/s/ Heather N. Hillegeist






   

     City Clerk

