
Council Meeting                                                                                                                  July 10, 2017

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Lisa S. Feldkamp, Elijah Keever and Melodee K. Larsen.  Councilmember absent:  Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Heather N. Simms.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Kelly Larson, Bob White, Shari Pittenger, Sammi Wright, Galen L. Liggett, Jyll Phillips, Danielle Hollingshead, Steve Koch, Kathy Robertson, Monte Breneman, Anita Simmons, Charlene Griffin and Dawn Harlow.  
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:
There were no amendments to the council meeting agenda.
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, Minutes of the June 5, 2017, special meeting were approved as written.  Crispin made a motion to approve Minutes of the June 12, 2017 regular meeting, seconded by Keever.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 17-06, for June wages and salaries in the amount of $63,334.01, was presented.  A motion by Larsen, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in June totaled $787.16, and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $95,459.03.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, all said invoices in the amount of $96,246.19, were approved for payment.  Keever abstained.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of nine (9) delinquent utility accounts totaling $1,863.08.
2016 AUDIT REPORT:
Danielle Hollingshead, representing Adams, Brown, Beran & Ball, Chtd. presented City of Lincoln Center Financial Statements for the year ending December 31, 2016.  She first thanked the City management and staff for its cooperation with the audit process.  She then reviewed the “City of Lincoln Center’s Primary Government Financial Statement with Independent Auditor’s Report” document, page by page, making note of any significant changes.  There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Feldkamp, to approve and accept the 2016 Audit Report and Financial Statements, as presented.  Motion carried.

Hollingshead explained that she was working with Clerk Simms on the 2018 budget and wanted the Governing Body to understand some of the new changes.  She warned the Governing Body that the debt service fund would not be able to sustain the GO Bonds that were acquired in 2017 without the revenue from the light fund.  Hollingshead mentioned this was the only chance to raise the mill levy without requiring a vote from the public in the future years, due to the new tax laws.  
SOUTH ST CLOSURE:
USD 298 Principal Steve Koch asked the Governing Body to consider closing South Street from Fourth to Fifth Street during school days and school hours as a safety precaution for the school children crossing the street.  They will be crossing the street several times throughout the school day.  Koch had made contact with the neighbors owning property next to the new kindergarten building and they were comfortable with the idea.  After discussion, Crispin moved to table the matter until the next meeting to allow contact with emergency responders on the issue, seconded by Keever.   
MUNICIPAL POOL:
Larsen moved to authorize USD 298 to use the Municipal Pool for physical education classes for 11 days after the pool closes to the public, from August 18th to September 1st and waive fees.  Motion was seconded by Crispin, carried.  

CAT CONTROL:
Anita Simmons, Chairman and Treasurer, Lincoln Area Humane Society (LAHS) explained that they wanted to implement a “Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR)” program in the city.  Dr. Lindsay Mitchell 


owner of “Your Other Family Doctor” is offering discounted rates to the LAHS for the program.  The cats would be sterilized, ear tipped for marking, rabies vaccinated and released.  LAHS asked the Governing Body for a $600 monetary donation for 2017.  LAHS estimates treating around 120 cats in 2018.  Crispin moved to give $600 to LAHS to help promote the TNR Program for a 2017 donation, 
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seconded by Larsen.  The motion carried, 3-1.  In favor:  Larsen, Crispin, Feldkamp.   Opposed:  Keever. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:28 p.m., Feldkamp moved to enter into executive session, with City Attorney Metz, City Clerk Simms, and City Superintendent Meyer, for a period of fifteen (15) minutes, to discuss employment of an applicant  pursuant to matters relating to employer-employee negotiations exception, K.S.A 75-4319(b)(3).  The open meeting will resume in the city council chamber at 8:43 p.m.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  
POOL PERSONNEL:
Councilmember Feldkamp informed the Governing Body that she didn’t feel it was necessary to hire a manager as the three assistant managers are doing an excellent job, we are just a few people short on a couple of the weeks in July.  She stated Sarah Hageman renewed her certification and agreed to teach swimming lessons for the 2017 season at the Municipal Pool.  Feldkamp also said Stacey Scritchfield agreed to help out at the pool as a lifeguard as needed.  

Feldkamp moved to employ Sarah Hageman for the 2017 pool season at $9/hour as a lifeguard, pay her $15/child for swimming lessons and reimburse Hageman $195 for recertification fee.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried.  

Councilmember Crispin moved to employ Stacey Scritchfield as a lifeguard for the 2017 pool season at $10/hour as needed, seconded by Feldkamp.  Carried.
MUNICIPAL POOL:
The pool will be closing on August 11th to the public, Hageman was granted permission to finish her last swimming lesson on August 13th after the pool is closed.
2018 BUDGET:
A public hearing was set for August 14, 2017, at 8:00 p.m., for the purpose of hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of funds and the amount of ad valorem tax in the 2018 Budget.  The Governing Body was not inclined to increase the mill levy this year.  Clerk Simms said the budget notice would have to be published by August 4, 2017, making it necessary to complete the budget summary for the paper by July 28, 2017.  
POST ROCK FESTIVAL:
Councilmember Crispin moved to allow the Post Rock Festival use of the City Park & Municipal Pool for the activities on September 2nd, seconded by Larsen.  Feldkamp abstained.

NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
Superintendent Meyer reported that the demolition of the property abated on West South Street was completed by the city crew.  Attorney Metz will have a Resolution for Abatement at the next council meeting for the property on East South Street.  Councilmember Larsen questioned the status of the nuisance letter sent to the owner on Lincoln Avenue.  She was told the time would be up to comply this weekend and fines would be issued per Ordinance if not corrected.  
SHEPPARD AGREEMENT:
Attorney Metz informed the Governing Body that he had been in contact with John Grace and his attorney regarding the agreement for the Sheppard lots.  Grace is still requesting some changes to the agreement, no action will be taken at this time. 
RETENSION POLICY:
Clerk Simms informed the Governing Body that the office had completed the first round of destroying documents that were stored in the basement.  Simms accepted the bid from Secure Shred of NCK, a company out of Concordia.  After receiving three quotes they were the cheapest and required less assistance from the City in hauling the documents.  She reported 144 boxes were destroyed with a total weight of 3,908 pounds.  Simms expects to have two more loads about the same in size in the near future as time allows in the office. 
ENGINE OIL:
Superintendent Meyer requested permission to purchase four 55 gallon barrels of Chevron oil for the power plant engines with a cost of $1,067.73 each including the deposit.  After discussion Feldkamp moved to approve the purchase of four barrels of oil from Meyer Tire & Lube for a total cost of $4,270.92.  Seconded by Larsen, carried.   
RADIATOR SHED:
Superintendent Meyer reported the radiator shed was almost complete.  Mayor Schwerdtfager suggested that a final walkthrough be completed before the final payment is issued. 
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FIREWORKS:
Councilmember Feldkamp reported that she was approached by some concerned citizens about fireworks regarding the discharge times and regulations.  After discussion, it was suggested next year to ask the firework stands to post the City’s rules regarding fireworks discharge, put a notice in the newspaper and the website. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:21 p.m.







/s/ Heather N. Simms






     
    City Clerk

