
Council Meeting                                                                                                           June 13, 2016

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis R. Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Lisa S. Feldkamp, Jack D. Crispin Jr., Elijah Keever, Melodee Larsen and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz and Clerk Heather N. Simms.  

VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Bob White, Jamie Meyer, Jyll Phillips, Dena Donley, Kelly Larson, Bob Slater, Doris White, Terry Finch, Michel O’Hare and Shari Pittenger.   
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:
There were no amendments to the council meeting agenda. 

MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, Minutes of the May 9, 2016, regular meeting were approved as written.  Crispin made a motion to approve Minutes of the May 16, 2016 and May 19, 2016 special meetings, seconded by Keever.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 16-05, for May wages and salaries in the amount of $49,620.08 was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in May totaled $55,519.47.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $181,334.02.  Upon motion by Larsen, seconded by Keever, all said invoices, in the amount of $236,853.49, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of  six (6) delinquent utility accounts in the amount of $1,039.97.
SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT:
Jamie Meyer presented the Governing Body with a petition to replace the existing limestone sidewalk with concrete in front of the residence at 217 S 1st and east halfway down Yauger Street on the North side.  He stated he’s hiring a private contractor to replace the sidewalk to meet the standards of the City Code and the neighbors affected had agreed to the improvement.  Feldkamp moved to approve the sidewalk replacement, seconded by Crispin.    
YAUGER ST. TEMP CLOSURE:
Jamie Meyer asked the Governing Body to allow the block of Yauger Street from 1st Street to Orange Avenue to be closed from 5 p.m. to midnight on July 2nd for a neighborhood block party.  He had gathered signatures of support from the neighboring residents and presented that to the Governing Body along with his request for barricades to be dropped off.  He would set up and removed the barricades after the event, if approved.  Crispin moved to approve the temporary closure of Yauger Street on July 2nd from 5 p.m. to midnight, seconded by Zsuzsics.
WAYFINDING SIGNS:
Lincoln County Economic Development Director Kelly Larson gave the Governing Body an update on the Leadership Class “Wayfinding Sign” project.  Larson explained the project funding has been secured and she is planning to meet with Superintendent Meyer and KDOT for location approval in the near future.  Larson hopes to attend the July meeting for final approval from the Governing Body on the project. 
SPRING ST. LOTS:
Post Rock Apartments Executive Director Dena Donley and board members Doris White and Bob Slater voiced some concerns from Lincoln Housing Authority tenants.  The main concern was noise and exhaust from the idling diesel engines parking potentially on the 3rd and Spring Street lot.  They offered to mow and maintain the lot.  Lincoln County Commissioner Terry Finch and Lincoln County Director of Public Works Michel O’Hare disagreed that there would be an increase in the noise with one more truck parked on the lot.  Keever suggested a possible lease that would be subject to renewal annually.  After long 
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discussion, Crispin moved to deny Lincoln County the option to lease or purchase the City’s lot on 3rd and Spring Street.  The motion was seconded by Zsuzsics.  Following a vote by the Governing Body:  Yeas:  Crispin, Zsuzsics.  Nays:  Feldkamp, Keever.  Abstain:  Larsen.  Mayor Schwerdtfager voted yea to break the tie. 
Upon a motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, Lincoln Housing Authority was requested to mow and maintain the vacant lot on 3rd and Spring Street.  Carried.
5TH STREET LOTS:
Mayor Schwerdtfager reported that after talking with Superintendent Meyer, the City was not interested in purchasing the 5th Street lots, as we have some lots that are being deeded to the City at no cost.
NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of nuisance properties.  Attorney Metz explained which properties are in the court process and introduced two resolutions for nuisance abatement for them to review.  The resolutions would allow the City to alleviate the conditions and pass the cost on to the owners of the properties.  Crispin moved to adopt Resolutions No. 16-03 and 16-04, each entitled, “RESOLUTIONS AUTHORIZING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE.”  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.


Attorney Metz informed the Governing Body that the owner of the abated property on Elm Street has made contact through her attorney and wanted to deed the property to the City.  The property has taxes in arrears of $2334.22 and that includes both lots 102 and 104 W Elm.  Simms was instructed to make contact with the County to see if the property would qualify for tax exemption on property taxes.
Mayor Schwerdtfager opened the sealed bids for the demolition of the Elm Street property and hauling off of inside and demolition debris.  Bids were received from two local contractors;  Rodney Larsen Construction $3750 and Krueger Backhoe $5500.  After discussion, Feldkamp moved to accept Rodney Larsen Construction’s bid of $3750 for the demolition and hauling off of debris at 104 E Elm.  The contractor will have 30 days to complete the removal.  The time will begin when City gives notice to contractor of receiving the deed to the property, seconded by Crispin.  The motion carried with Councilmember Larsen abstaining from the vote.   
2017 BUDGET:
Clerk Simms advised she was starting the 2017 Budget process and explained the new “property tax lid” law that will affect Cities and Counties.  She asked that the Governing Body and Department Heads provide input to assist in prioritizing projects for next year.  After discussion, Simms was instructed to plan for a possibility of 3 additional employees for wages and benefits expenses.  She was also instructed to ask Doug McKinney, NCRPC, for help on plans for bond cost to the City and granted permission to ask the auditors for help with the budget if she needed assistance.
SICK/VACATION LEAVE:
Simms requested a change to the current sick and vacation leave minimum hour restrictions in the personnel policy.  She explained at current the policy states sick leave must be taken in no less than 2 hour increments and vacation in 4 hour increments.  Simms said she asked the employees if they would like the change to 1 hour increments and it was received well.  Crispin moved to change the personnel policy to allow sick and vacation leave to be used in no less than 1 hour increments, seconded by Larsen.  Carried. 
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CITY LOGO:
The Governing Body agreed to continue using the post rock sign in front of City Hall as the City’s logo. 
LIVE HEALTHY LC:
Councilmember Feldkamp encouraged anyone interested, to attend the Live Healthy Lincoln County meeting at the Finch Theatre on June 14th at 7 p.m.  Crispin and Larsen reported the Live Healthy meeting held in Beloit was very informative. 

ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:57 p.m.







/s/ Heather N. Simms






    
     City Clerk

