
Council Meeting                                                                                                                              May 8, 2017

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis R. Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin Jr., Elijah Keever, Melodee Larsen and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  Councilmember absent:  Lisa S. Feldkamp.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz and Clerk Heather N. Simms.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Robert White, Bob Crangle, Carol de la Torre, John Grace, Rita Grace, Kelly Larson, Galen Liggett, Christen Robinson, Jessica Clay, Cynthia Nelson, Sarah Hageman, Jill Cagle, Shari Pittenger, Jyll Phillips, Nancy Walter, Tim Meier, John Baetz and Terry Finch.
RECONVENE:
The City Council meeting at City Hall was reconvened to the Lincoln County Courthouse in the Courtroom located at 216 E Lincoln Avenue at 7:45 p.m. on May 8, 2017.

AGENDA AMENDMENTS:
There were no amendments to the council meeting agenda.   
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Larsen, seconded by Crispin, Minutes of the April 10, 2017, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 17-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $56,593.58 was presented.   A motion by Crispin, seconded by Keever, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April totaled $80,848.60.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $100,633.81.  Upon motion by Zsuzsics, seconded by Larsen, all said invoices in the amount of $181,482.41, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Five (5) accounts, totaling $1,635.91, were on the list of delinquent utilities. 
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL:
Upon motion by Larsen, seconded by Keever, Jack D. Crispin, Jr. was elected President of the Council.
OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES:
Upon motion by Larsen, seconded by Crispin, The Bank of Tescott and Citizens State Bank were designated as Official Depositories for City funds.  
APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Schwerdtfager made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:

CITY OFFICIALS:


                                                                                                  City Clerk – Heather N. Simms

                                                                                     Deputy City Clerk – Deirdre K. Mahin

                                                                                           City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                            City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                  Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                       Municipal Judge – Brian V. Grace

There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments and recommendation.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS/
The following Council Committees were appointed by Mayor Schwerdtfager:

COUNCIL COMMITTEES:






 Finance – Crispin (Chairman), Larsen, Keever


                              Streets & Alleys – Zsuzsics (Chairman), Feldkamp, Crispin



                    Park, Cemetery & Fire – Feldkamp (Chairman), Zsuzsics, Keever


                     Light, Water & Sewer – Larsen (Chairman), Zsuzsics, Feldkamp

                                                                     Airport, Library & Housing – Keever (Chairman), Larsen, Crispin


There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Keever, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.
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ARTS COMM. APPNTS.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Kae Hayworth to a three-year term as a member of the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.  Larsen moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.
PORT AUTH. APPNTS.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Clay Haring and Dennis Pittenger to four-year terms on the Lincoln Port Authority Board.  Keever moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Motion carried.

FRA TREASURER BOND:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, the Treasurer’s bond for the Lincoln Firefighters Relief Association, in the amount of $15,000.00, was approved.

BIKE LINCOLN COUNTY:
Rec Director Jessica Clay relayed that she was approached by Jill Cagle regarding starting a bike safety program in Lincoln.  Bike Lincoln County has received several donations that helped them to purchase bike tubes and helmets.  A grant from Safe Kids Kansas was also received which gave them 30 helmets and provided a discounted price for additional helmets purchased.  They have recently started safety training and repair clinics.  Bike Lincoln County would like to purchase and place two repair stations in town for kids to use to repair their bikes if necessary.  One location would be in the park area near the pool, with options for the other repair station to be located at the Carnegie Library or somewhere near the basketball slab on Lincoln Avenue.  After discussion, Crispin moved to table the matter until next Council Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  

BIKING ACROSS KANSAS:
Nancy Walter, Chamber Secretary informed the Governing Body of the events that were planned for BAK participants when they arrive in town on June 13th.  She’s planning different activities located from the City Park along Lincoln Avenue to 5th Street.  Walter said there are volunteers running shuttles to selected designated drop off/pick up sites.  She requested one street closure on 5th Street from Lincoln Avenue to the alley and barricades in several locations.  Walter wanted electricity in three locations, City Hall and two on 3rd Street.  She said all the events would start winding down around 8:30 p.m.  Keever moved to grant her request pending the walk around with Superintendent Meyer and the requests were possible, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Motion carried.    

Walter asks if the City would give a monetary donation to help with the BAK event planned.  Keever moved to approve a $500 monetary donation to the Chamber to help with fund the BAK event.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.
SPEC EVENT TEMP PERMIT:
Nancy Walter explained that she had asked the Lincoln Fire Department to provide a beer garden for the BAK event.  Attorney Metz had been contacted and told the Governing Body it would require adopting an Ordinance to allow for a temporary alcohol permit for a specific event and location. 
SPEC EVENT ORD #717: 
City Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 698 OF THE CITY APPROVING THE ARRIVAL AND OVERNIGHT STAY OF “BIKING ACROSS KANSAS” ALSO KNOWN AS BAK, AS AN ADDITIONAL SPECIAL EVENT WITHIN THE CITY; APPROVING THE LOCATION THEREOF; REQUIRING A TEMPORARY PERMIT FROM THE CITY FOR THE SALE AND CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR AT THE SPECIAL EVENT UNDER K.S.A. 2016 SUPP. 41-719(a) (2); AND INCORPORATING IN THIS ORDINANCE ALL OTHER PROVISIONS OF ORDINANCE NO. 698 INCLUDING PROVIDING FOR REGULATIONS; AND FOR PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF.”  Said Ordinance would allow alcoholic liquor to be sold and consumed in the area barricaded off on part of 3rd Street from Lincoln Avenue to Elm Street during the BAK event held on June 13, 2017.  Crispin moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Keever, Larsen, and Zsuzsics.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #717 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

I-70 BILLBOARDS:
Economic Development Director Kelly Larson explained that one of the two I-70 Billboard signs lease has expired.  The City, County and Economic Development have shared the expenses annually since 2004.  The property owner of the sign by the Sylvan Grove exit has raised the rate.  In turn the cost would increase per  
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entity, from $520 year for the two signs to $600.  After discussion, Crispin moved to pay the $600 and continue annually unless the rate changes.  Seconded by Larsen, carried.
US TOWERS UTILITES:  
Kelly Larson described the water and electric utilities that US Towers needs relocated before the construction of the three new buildings.  The estimated cost to the City would be $50,000 with labor and materials as a turnkey project.  Larson asked if the City would consider waiving or reducing the amount to $25,000 because US Towers would be creating jobs.  Superintendent Meyer stated that the $50,000 was only direct cost of materials and the labor to move the services that would only serve US Towers.   After discussion, Keever moved to deny the request to reduce the cost to US Towers for relocating utility services, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.
FREE LAND/GREEN HOMES:
Kelly Larson introduced John Grace, president of Grace Team LLC and Lincoln Park Manor’s administrator Christen Robinson to the Governing Body.  After a presentation by Grace, extensive questions followed regarding his plan and the future.  Grace would like to build four skilled care “Green Houses” in the Sheppard Addition in Block 1 on Lots 1 through 8.    He stated he would have to have a study done in order to know if he would need all 8 lots.  Grace understands there are seven years of special assessments left to pay on the lots.  Grace agreed to come to the June Council meeting with more information.    
MUNICIPAL POOL:
Co-manager Shari Pittenger said that the 2017 Pool Season would be from Memorial Day to August 11th.  
NUISANCES:
Superintendent Meyer reported the garage on School Street was torn down by the owner.  Meyer also reported the city crew is working on the South Street property that was abated last June and will move to Rodman Street after.  Attorney Metz informed the Governing Body that he has started the abatement process with the property on East South Street. 
KINDER MORGAN
Attorney Metz informed the Governing Body that Kinder Morgan wanted an agreement with the City 

AGREEMENT:
regarding a permanent easement for Natural Gas Pipeline Company to have right of access to and from the 
intended pipeline extension and pipeline structures using the existing roadway that was closed by the County on April 3rd.  Metz reported that the agreement is still being reviewed by Kinder Morgan at this time.  
COLLECTIONS:
Clerk Simms explained at Clerks Conference this spring she had attended a session on collecting “bad debts” and several cities and counties are using a company called Collection Bureau of Kansas, Inc.  Simms said they work hand in hand with the State Setoff Program for the entities they represent with a more aggressive approach.  They do retain 30% of what they collect on the cities behalf.  Simms suggested that the Governing Body consider revising the current Ordinance that adds a 25% administrative fee to 30%.  Attorney Metz requested the subject be tabled until the June Council Meeting so he could review the agreement in more detail.   
STREET REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported that he had received complaints about the streets getting damaged from the heavy traffic from the Kinder Morgan project that is based at 601 W Lincoln Avenue.  Meyer was instructed to get with Attorney Metz and Clerk Simms and a letter would be sent notifying them of the repair expenses and City Code. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  Council adjourned at 10:01 p.m.








/s/ Heather N. Simms






    

     City Clerk

