
Council Meeting                                                                                                             April 13, 2015

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Melodee Larsen, Louis Zsuzsics Jr. and Jack D. Crispin Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz & Clerk Heather N. Simms.  Also present:  Deirdre Mahin.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Jyll Phillips, Carly Errebo, Doug McKinney, Mitch Meyer, Kimberly Hiitter, Shari Pittenger, Jesse Minear, John Kobbeman, Pam Morgan, Kerry Smith, Kelly Larson, Steve Granzow, Carol Wise, Melanie Darbe, Ben Knight,  Deb Meyer, Betty Crawford, Gary Nelson, Stuart Porter and Jody Ledet. 
AGENDA AMENDMENT:
Mayor Schwerdtfager added an item to the agenda: use of city dump trucks for volunteer cleanups.     
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, minutes of the March 9, 2015, regular meeting and March 23, 2015, special meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 15-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $46,564.76, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $86,341.64, and unpaid invoices totaling $184,084.40.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, all said invoices, in the amount of $270,426.04, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Five accounts, totaling $2,409.00, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
ARTS COMM. APPNTS.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager appointed Mary Ann Stertz and Doris Von Fange to a 3-year term as members of the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.  Crispin moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments, seconded by Larsen.  Motion carried.
UTILITY BILLING/
Kerry Smith, resident and local business owner asked for forgiveness on recent penalties put on
PENALTIES:
his utility bills.  After discussion of post mark dates and the process the City goes through prior to adding penalties on accounts, the Governing Body denied the request.
RIGHT OF WAY:
Pam Morgan on behalf of the Radish Patch property, requested permission to place a small permanent free library next to the community garden.  After discussion, the Governing Body determined the placement of the little free library would not interfere with any utilities on the city right of way.  Crispin made a motion to approve the placement of the little free library, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Motion carried.


Morgan had a second request to place a 35 foot tall windmill on the southeast corner of the property.  She assured the Governing Body the windmill will not interfere with any power lines, permission was granted pending Superintendent Meyer’s approval.     
COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP:
Carly Errebo, head of community clean-up volunteer group, reported they would be participating in another clean-up day on Saturday, April 25, 2015, and asked if the City would allow City employees to volunteer their time to operate two city dump trucks.  Errebo also relayed that the volunteer group would be demolishing two houses.  She asked if the City would grant permission for the same equipment use with city employees for future dates.  Flinn moved to grant the requests, pending future dates are reported to City Hall, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.   
HOSPITAL GRANT:
Steve Granzow, Chief Executive Officer, Lincoln County Hospital informed the Governing Body that the hospital is applying for grant funds to upgrade the X-ray equipment to a digital model and renovate the room.  Feldkamp moved to write a letter of support for the hospital.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
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PRESERVATION BOARD:
John Kobbeman, member of the Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review, inquired if the City would be interested in some of the City owned property being on the Kansas or National Historic register.  The Governing Body reviewed a letter from the National Register Coordinator; it stated City Hall, some park facilities and the Old City Jail were potential sights to be listed on the register.  Upon motion by Flinn, seconded by Crispin, Kobbeman was instructed to proceed with the application process with the preservation board, carried.

SIDEWALK:
Ben Knight asked the City for forgiveness for removing the sidewalk at 315 W Yauger during the last volunteer cleanup.  He explained he was unaware that he was stealing city property.  Feldkamp moved that Knight was to put back the limestone sidewalk that he removed, within thirty days, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.
CAT CONTROL:
Attorney Metz provided a sample ordinance for review by the Governing Body that would require cats to be licensed and registered within the city limits.   The matter was tabled until May council meeting.

SPECIAL CDBG GRANT:
Doug McKinney, North Central Regional Planning Commission Executive Director, provided the governing body with a preliminary budget estimation report for the 2015 CDBG Special Round grant.  The estimate includes:  new park restroom and plumbing, sidewalk from the park to LJSHS and approximately a 1200 sq. ft. storm shelter.  The matching 10% funds will be split between the City and USD298 if the grant is awarded.   Feldkamp moved to go forward with the grant application as estimated, seconded by Larsen, carried.   A notice of a public hearing will be published in the official newspaper, the hearing will be scheduled for May 11, 2015 council meeting.
CDBG HOUSING GRANT:
Lincoln County Economic Development Director, Kelly Larson, reported on four potential CDBG grants that are in the scope for the City.  She explained that only one grant could be attained each year and urged the City to look at a housing rehab grant, with the deadlines coming as early as August.  After discussion, the Governing Body agreed not to move forward with a housing grant.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Applications for Pool Manager and Lifeguard positions were reviewed.  Shari Pittenger responded to questions relating to the need for Co-Managers and several lifeguards.  It was decided that the 2015 Pool Season would be from Memorial Day to a tentative date of August 7th.  Following a general discussion of the qualifications and experience of the applicants, Flinn moved to employ Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger as Co-Managers for the 2015 pool season.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.   Flinn then moved to offer employment to all of the lifeguard applicants:  Jennifer Crist, Sawyer Pittenger, Brittni Harlow, Lindsay Crist, Courtney Batchman, Brittney Heald, Christopher Hester, Allison Crist and Logan Batchman, subject to the acquisition of all required certifications.  Flinn moved to utilize the 2013 pay scale, applied to 2015, for pool personnel wages.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.

CITY-WIDE CLEAN-UP:
Following a short discussion, it was decided to approve the use of equipment and labor for a city-wide clean-up on April 27th and April 28th, under the same conditions as previous years.  A notice will be placed in the local newspaper and the City’s website. 

NUISANCES:
The Governing Body reviewed a written complaint about a nuisance property on 1st street.  After hearing from several visitors’ concerns on the subject, Attorney Metz urged the citizens to come file a written complaint at City Hall.  It was agreed that contact should be made to the County Public Health Officer for assistance on the matter.  Superintendent Meyer will be asked to investigate the neighbor’s sewer problems that have recently started. 
DJ ENVIRONMENTAL:
DJ Environmental LLC General Manager Jesse Minear reported the issue has been resolved; he’s just waiting on the final report from the state so he can finish with the back fill and packing of the creek.  Attorney Metz informed Minear that some changes will be made to the current lease agreement between DJ Environmental LLC and City of Lincoln Center.
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PUBLIC OFFICER:
Two applications were reviewed by the Governing Body for the Public Officer position.  Clerk Simms was instructed to contact the City of Lucas, with the possibility of sharing a public officer.   Upon a motion by Crispin, seconded by Larsen, the decision was tabled. 
KMEA DIRECTOR #1:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Flinn, Jack D. Crispin, Jr. was appointed to serve as the City of Lincoln Center’s Director #1 on the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency’s Board of Directors expiring April 30, 2017.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 10:32 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session, with City Attorney Metz and City Clerk Simms, for a period of fifteen (15) minutes, for the purpose of consultation with the city attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  The City Council returned to regular session at 10:47 p.m.

STREETS/BARRICADES:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Flinn, the Citizens State Bank was authorized to borrow city barricades for their “Hot Dog Days” on May 1, 2015.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  Council adjourned at 10:53 p.m.








/s/ Heather N. Simms







     City Clerk
