
Council Meeting                                                                                                             April 11, 2016

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Lisa S. Feldkamp, Elijah Keever, Melodee Larsen, Louis Zsuzsics Jr. and Jack D. Crispin Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz & Clerk Heather N. Simms.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Jyll Phillips, Robert White, Shari Pittenger, Sammi Wright, Martha Gil and John Baetz.
AGENDA AMENDMENT:
There were no amendments to the council meeting agenda.  
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, minutes of the March 14, 2016, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 16-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $49,493.48, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Keever, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $705.82, and unpaid invoices totaling $85,429.35.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, all said invoices, in the amount of $86,135.17, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Seven accounts, totaling $1727.75, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
LIBRARY APPNT.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager appointed Sharon Luck to a regular 4-year term on the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board.  Feldkamp moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.

LIVE LINCOLN COUNTY:
John Baetz, President of Sixteen 60 Publishing Co., presented his vision for producing an annual full color glossy magazine and high quality website under the name of “Live Lincoln County.”

He expressed that the publication is a combined effort with the Lincoln County Economic Development Foundation with 4000 free publications distributed in different high traffic travel areas to promote tourism and recruit businesses and individuals to Lincoln County.  Mr. Baetz asked if the City of Lincoln Center would again be interested in supporting the project.  He explained that due to the combined effort and volunteer help the cost had decreased for a feature advertiser which includes two pages of advertising in the magazine and a major banner ad on the website.  Mr. Baetz encouraged the Governing Body to view the livelincolncounty.com website and stated that there will also be a digital version of the magazine available that would be online.  Mr. Baetz advised the Council that, depending upon the success of the project, he would return annually to ask for a recommitment.  Following further discussion, Crispin moved to commit $1,095.00 to the “Live Lincoln County” project.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried.

LOS MUNCHIES:
Martha Gil, owner of Los Munchies, requested permission to relocate her business to private property on Center and 6th Street.  After discussion, it was determined that it was not necessary for the Governing Body to issue them a permit.  The only stipulations would be that they meet the City’s utility requirements and have the sewer connection approved by Superintendent Meyer.
POST ROCK FESTIVAL:
Councilmember Feldkamp requested permission to use the park and pool on September 3rd for the Post Rock Festival events.  She also questioned if the Governing Body would allow the committee to dig out the old volleyball pits located between the park paved road and the line of evergreen trees for two mud volleyball courts in conjunction with the festival activities.    The Governing Body asked Superintendent Meyer if he could see a problem with the request.  Meyer asked for the ground to be tamped when the area was filled back in.    
MOBILE VET CLINIC:
Attorney Metz referred to the letter he prepared for the Governing Body regarding the question of the Mobile Veterinarian Clinic needing a permit to operate in the City.  He had determined that,
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according to the City Code, it was not necessary as it is a stationary vehicle and not going door to door for sales as a “Peddler, Canvasser or Solicitor.”  
E911 STREET ADDRESSES:
Clerk Simms reported to the Governing Body the City was now responsible for the maintenance of the City’s addresses in the new E911 NextGen System.  A concern was raised by the Lincoln County Sheriff’s office regarding Euclid Avenue/9th Street and the official name of the street.  After discussion it was determined the City is responsible for the establishing addresses inside the city limits and changing the one resident with the Euclid Avenue address was the easiest way to correct the issue.  According to the Post Office, they recognize the street in question as 9th Street and the signs reflect the same.  Crispin moved to designate Euclid Avenue to be named 9th Street for E911 purposes.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  Clerk Simms was instructed to make contact with the residents, the Post Office and make the appropriate changes in the E911 system.
CITY ELECTIONS:
Attorney Metz explained the Kansas Legislature passed H.B. 2104 in 2015, which moved city elections from April of odd-years to November of odd-years.  Metz suggested the Governing Body wait to adopt a Charter Ordinance, until this year’s legislative session is over, anticipating additional changes in 2016.  Crispin moved to table the subject, seconded by Feldkamp.  Motion carried.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Applications for Pool Manager and Lifeguard positions were reviewed.  Shari Pittenger and Sammi Wright responded to questions relating to the need for Co-Managers and several lifeguards.  It was decided that the 2016 Pool Season would need to be determined at the May meeting pending Superintendent Meyer’s report on the repairs that are necessary.  Following discussion, Larsen moved to employ Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger as Co-Managers for the 2016 pool season and offer employment to all of the lifeguard applicants:  Jennifer Crist, Sawyer Pittenger, Brittni Harlow, Lindsay Crist, Courtney Batchman, Brittney Heald, Allison Crist, Logan Batchman, Taegan Walter and Matthew Kirkendall, subject to the acquisition of all required certifications and contingent the pool is repaired and opens.  Motion seconded by Crispin.  The motion carried, 4-1.  In favor:  Larsen, Keever, Crispin, Zsuzsics.   Opposed:  Feldkamp.  Larsen moved to utilize the 2013 pay scale, applied to 2016, for pool personnel wages and requested the co-managers present a “job list” to the Governing Body in May to help establish that the guards are properly trained.  The list will be signed by each employee to provide competency standards.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

PERSONNEL:
Clerk Simms provided a six-month performance evaluation of Office Clerk Tristen Russell, recommending he be granted regular status with accompanying benefits.  Thereafter, a motion was made by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, to grant Tristen Russell a $.50 per hour wage increase and full benefits, effective with the April, 2016, payroll.  Motion carried.

A letter of resignation from Dennis Pittenger had been received and placed on file.  His last day on the job will be April 18, 2016.  Superintendent Meyer stated he has no plans to fill the position at this time.

NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz reported on the status of the properties pending in Municipal Court.  The volunteer clean-up crew had removed the house on south 3rd Street on April 9th.  The houses on east Yauger Street and west Elm Street would soon be demolished.   
LABOR & EQUIP. RATE:
Due to the current costs associated with services provided, the labor and equipment rates charged by the City were reviewed.  The last adjustment had been made in 2012.  Crispin moved to increase the labor rate from $30.00 to $40.00 per hour and the equipment rate from $50.00 to $60.00 per hour.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried.

STREETS/BARRICADES;
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Zsuzsics, the Citizens State Bank was authorized to borrow city barricades for their “Hot Dog Days” on May 6, 2016.

WATER PLANT:
Councilmember Larsen  inquired if the “city crew” is tearing the Water Plant down completely. Superintendent Meyer explained they were trying to stabilize and protect the surrounding buildings 
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from the loose rock as time allowed.  It was suggested if someone wanted to demolish the building, they would need to have proper liability insurance.

SIDEWALKS:
Councilmember Keever asked who was responsible for residential sidewalks in town.  Attorney Metz explained the adjoining property owners are responsible for maintenance and upkeep, but the city code regulates what can be done with sidewalks and requires them to be replaced if removed.  
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:33 p.m.








/s/ Heather N. Simms







     City Clerk
