
Council Meeting                                                                                                               April 8, 2019

Lincoln Safety Center/Ambulance Shed at 102 N 6th Street:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Lisa S. Feldkamp, Jack D. Crispin Jr., Elijah Keever, Melodee Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz and Clerk Heather N. Hillegeist.  
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Jyll Phillips, Robert White, Shari Pittenger, Clay Haring, Kelly Larson, Doug McKinney, Adam Boyd, Charlene Batchman, Sharon Luck, Sarah Steele, Stuart Porter, Kathy Anderson, Sarah Hageman, Travis Suelter, Alisa Suelter, Kris Heinze and Patti Winters.
AGENDA AMENDMENT:
There were no amendments to the council meeting agenda.  
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Zsuzsics, minutes of the March 11, 2019, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 19-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $62,396.58, was presented.  A motion by Zsuzsics, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $5,671.88, and unpaid invoices totaling $84,182.07.  Upon motion by Keever, seconded by Larsen, all said invoices, in the amount of $89,853. 95 were approved for payment.  

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Five accounts, totaling $1,187.02, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
PORT AUTH. APPNTS.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Robert Crangle and Brian Schneider to four-year terms on the Lincoln Port Authority Board.  Keever moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Motion carried.

LIBRARY APPNT.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Karen Jeffers to regular 4-year term on the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board.  Keever moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.


ARTS COMM. APPNTS.:
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Rose M. Gourley, Mark Luce and Dennis Cross to three-year terms as members of the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.  Feldkamp moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.

LHA/APPOINTMENT:
Mayor Schwerdtfager re-appointed Robert Slater to 4-year term as a member of the Lincoln Housing Authority Board of Commissioners.  Crispin moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Motion carried.

FCU BBQ:
Kathy Anderson, representing the Farmway Credit Union requested permission to block off two parking spaces located in front of the bank for a barbeque on May 8th from 10:30 a.m. through 1:30 p.m. with the use of city barricades.  After discussion, Keever moved to grant the request as proposed.  Motion was seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
CDBG APPLICATION:
Stuart Porter, Schwab-Eaton Consulting Engineer, asked the Governing Body if they intended on reapplying for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for the water line project and provided information on additional funding sources.  Porter informed the Governing Body that the previous total project was $1.2 million with a 50% match required by the City.  After discussion, Crispin moved to authorize Stuart Porter to pursue the CDBG grant application and start the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) loan application process.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  

Council Meeting Minutes – April 8, 2019 – Page 2

LIBRARY BUDGET:
Library board members Charlene Batchman, Sharon Luck and Patti Winters addressed the Governing Body presenting the Library proposed budget for 2020.  The proposed budget amount is a total of $48,571.64 from City Appropriations which reflects an increase of $5,071.64 from the 2019 current budget.  After discussion, Crispin moved to increase the budget amount to $48,571.64 for the 2020 proposed budget, seconded by Zsuzsics.  Keever opposed and Larsen abstained.  Attorney Metz was instructed to prepare an Ordinance to set a ten mill levy limit on the Library for City appropriations for the May meeting.    
US TOWERERS IRB: 
Travis Suelter, US Tower Vice President, gave a presentation of the US Towers expansion planned in four phases including new buildings, equipment and the creation of jobs.  Suelter is requesting the City to issue Industrial Revenue Bonds (IRB) that would provide two key benefits to the business:  a project sales tax exemption on all construction costs and equipment purchases and 10 years of 100% property tax abatements on the new construction.  North Central Regional Planning Commission Executive Director Doug McKinney is preparing the cost base analysis for the project.

Sarah Steele, attorney at Gilmore & Bell, answered the Governing Body’s questions regarding any costs or liability to the City if/when issuing IRB’s.  US Towers would be purchasing the IRB’s for the expansion project.  This would allow them a lower interest rate.  Steele stated that there is no liability to the City.  The only cost would be the loss of sales tax on construction and equipment purchases and, if granted, the 10 years of property tax revenue on the new construction.  Steele explained that the city would need to hold a hearing at the May meeting to allow the citizens to attend.  Crispin moved for Sarah Steele, to proceed with the public hearing notice for the May meeting, seconded by Feldkamp.  Motion carried.   
MASTER PLAN:
Lincoln County Economic Development Director Kelly Larson updated the Governing Body on the Strategic Doing Healthy Living Master Plan.  Larson said she planned a meeting in Vesper April 30th at 7:00 p.m. to go over the details of the whole “Master Plan.”   Larson said the Governing Body would need to adopt the master plan at the May council meeting.  This would allow the city or other entity to apply for grants using the model plan. 
FAIR HOUSING:
Keever moved to authorize Mayor Schwerdtfager to sign the Proclamation designating the month of April as Fair Housing Month.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

MOWER BIDS:
Clerk Hillegeist explained she had only received one bid from the two companies that sold Grasshopper mowers that bid previously.  Hometown Outdoor Power, McPherson, Kansas, bid $10,430.00 Grasshopper 335 with 72 inch side discharge deck and $12,336.00 Grasshopper 735BT with 72 inch side discharge deck.  The bid offered a trade in of four used machines of $2100 that was optional.  Keever moved to accept the bid from Hometown Outdoor Power for the two mowers quoted but decline the offer for the trade-in machines, seconded by Larsen.  Keever moved for Superintendent Meyer to list the mowers on Purple Wave along the other equipment that needs sold from the City Shop Lot.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
FARM LEASE:
Attorney Metz informed the Governing Body that the Price Lease tenant had declined to renew the lease beginning March 1, 2019 ending February 29, 2020.  Feldkamp moved to put the lease out for bid with bids due May 13, 2019 at 5 p.m., motion died for lack of a second.  After discussion, Keever moved for Metz to get official paperwork to release Rick McBride from the current lease and allow Clay Haring to take the lease over at the current rate of $55 acre for this calendar year.  Motion was seconded by Crispin, Feldkamp opposed, carried.


Keever moved for Attorney Metz to send out notice that all farmed lease property will be out for bid at least 60 days prior to the renewal dates, Larsen seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 9:40 p.m., Crispin moved to recess into executive session, with City Attorney Metz, City Clerk Hillegeist and Clay Haring to discuss matters relating to certain terms of the right of way consideration between the City and Kinder Morgan, Inc. which discussion with the city attorney would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b) (2) for fifteen (15) minutes.  The open meeting will resume in the city council meeting room at 9:55 p.m.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried.  
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R-O-W EASEMENT:
Councilmember Crispin moved for Attorney Metz to cease negotiation with Kinder Morgan Inc. on the right-of-way easement and accept the original offer of $5000.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
CITY WIDE CLEANUP:  
Clerk Hillegeist relayed to the Governing Body that Superintendent Meyer would like to have the city-wide cleanup on April 22nd for the east side of town  and April 23rd for the west side with 4th Street as the split.   Hillegeist was instructed to send the notice to the newspaper and place it on the city’s website.  The city office was instructed to give citizens the Lincoln Senior Center’s number for anything metal as they are recycling for a fund raiser.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Councilmember Feldkamp reported 10 applications had been received.  Feldkamp had interviewed and made contact with the applicants.  Feldkamp recommended hiring;  Taegan Walter for Manager at $11/hour, Bailee McCracken for Assistant Manager/guard at $9.25/8.25/hour, Sarah Hageman for Swimming Lesson Instructor/Assistant Manager $10.00/hour, Nathan Feldkamp, Landon O’Hare, Aaron Cooper, Jaina White, Lexi Neel, Brett Mahin and Zach Obermueller according to the 2013 pay scale model for wages according to years of service.  Feldkamp also recommended that the manager have the ability to appoint a guard to be “acting manager” if necessary.  The guard should be compensated $1 more an hour in that capacity.  Keever moved to offer employment to all of the applicants at the compensation recommended, subject to the acquisition of all required certifications.  Motion was seconded by Crispin.  Feldkamp abstained. 
NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz explained the abandoned vehicle process according to K.S.A. 8-1102.  Metz said we need to consider an area to impound the abandoned vehicles to for storage.  Metz was instructed to draft a letter to be sent out to owners of abandoned vehicles as determined by Superintendent Meyer.
STREETS/BARRICADES;
Upon motion by Keever, seconded by Larsen, the Citizens State Bank was authorized to borrow city barricades for their “Hot Dog Days” on May 3, 2019.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried.  Council adjourned at 10:23 p.m.








/s/ Heather N. Hillegeist







     City Clerk
