
Council Meeting                                                                                                           March 12, 2018

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Elijah Keever, Lisa Feldkamp, Melodee Larsen, Louis Zsuzsics, Jr. and Jack D. Crispin Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz and Clerk Heather N. Simms.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Jyll Phillips, Robert White, Jessica Clay, John Baetz, Hunter Meier, Adam Boyd, Beranda Pickering, Taylor Lebien, Krista Biggs, Lori Spear, Jeana Eckhart, Nikki Flinn, Debora Zachgo, Clay Haring, Kelly Larson, Anita Simmons and Charlene Griffin. 
AGENDA AMENDMENT:
Mayor Schwerdtfager added two items to the agenda; Beranda Pickering for the Lincoln Pride Committee and Hunter Meier regarding an update on the pool leadership project.     
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Crispin, minutes of the February 12, 2018, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 1-02, for February wages and salaries in the amount of $53,912.79, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Keever, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $12,618.72, and unpaid invoices totaling $131,139.30.  Upon motion by Zsuzsics, seconded by Larsen, all said invoices, in the amount of $143,758.02, were approved for payment.  Keever abstained.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Four (4) accounts, totaling $340.38, were on the list of delinquent utilities reviewed.
ALUMNI WEEKEND:
Nikki Flinn, member of the Lincoln High School Alumni Board, presented the Governing Body with a map and list of requests for the City’s assistance for the 3rd Annual Lincoln High School Alumni Weekend on June 1st & 2nd, 2018.  The requests included temporary electric hook ups, barricades, trash cans and the Alumni Sign to be hung by the City crew.  After discussion of planned events Feldkamp moved to approve the streets to be closed at the location of:  town square on Lincoln Avenue, north to the alley between Lincoln Avenue and Elm Street and Lincoln Avenue to the east to approximately the east side of the Bank of Tescott drive-thru, from 5 pm through 1am, beginning Saturday June 2nd, the City crew to assist with the requests and waive the City’s $25 temporary alcohol liquor permit fee required for the beer garden.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried. 
LIVE LINCOLN COUNTY:
John Baetz, President of Sixteen 60 Publishing Co., explained he was working on the newest edition of the full color glossy magazine and high quality website under the name of “Live Lincoln County.”  He expressed that the publication is a combined effort with the Lincoln County Economic Development Foundation with free publications distributed in different high traffic travel areas to promote tourism and recruit businesses and individuals to Lincoln County.  Baetz asked if the City of Lincoln Center would again be interested in supporting the project.  He explained that due to the combined effort and volunteer help the cost had remained the same for a feature advertiser which includes two pages of advertising in the magazine and a major banner ad on the website.  Mr. Baetz encouraged the Governing Body to view the livelincolncounty.com website and stated that there will also be a digital version of the magazine available that would be online.  Mr. Baetz advised the Council that, depending upon the success of the project, he would return annually to ask for a recommitment.  Following further discussion, Crispin moved to commit $1,095.00 to the “Live Lincoln County” project.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
CAT CONTROL:
Anita Simmons, Chairman and Treasurer, Lincoln Area Humane Society (LAHS) explained that they had trapped the expected forty (40) cats in the fall of 2017 and have a goal of eighty (80) for the “Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR)” program in the city for 2018.  Dr. Lindsay Mitchell, owner of “Your Other Family Doctor” is continuing to offer discounted rates to the LAHS for the program.
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The cats are being sterilized, ear tipped for marking, rabies vaccinated and released.  LAHS asked the Governing Body for another $600 monetary donation for 2018.  Crispin moved to give $600 to LAHS to help promote the TNR Program for a 2018 donation, seconded by Zsuzsics.  The motion carried, 3-1.  In favor:  Larsen, Crispin, Zsuzsics.   Opposed:  Keever.
LEADERSHIP PROJECT:
Hunter Meier, participant of the 2017-2018 Leadership class updated the Governing Body on the pool leadership project that was presented in December.  He said they had received $3000 from the Windpower Economic Benefit (WEB) Fund and are looking into applying for Dane G. Hansen Grant for an additional $2500 for the mats.  Meier asked if the City would be willing to write a letter of support for the grant application.  Crispin moved for Clerk Simms to write a letter of support for the leadership class for the Dane Hansen Grant application.  Motion was seconded by Keever, carried. 
PRIDE:
Beranda Pickering, Krista Biggs and Taylor Lebien with Lincoln Pride Committee presented “First Fridays in the Park” to the Governing Body.  The plan is to have family focused activities:  Children’s Show/Singalong, different bands for the adults, food vendors and games.  Pride asked to hold the events on the first Fridays in June, July and August from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. in the City Park.  Pride requested barricades to block the park entrances, extra trash cans, bathrooms to remain open and an electric drop for the grandstand area for bands.  Crispin moved to approve all requests by the Lincoln Pride, seconded by Larsen.  Feldkamp abstained.  Motion carried.   
MUNICIPAL POOL:
The City Council authorized the placement of advertisements for swimming pool manager and pool lifeguards in the Lincoln Sentinel, City’s website and on Live Lincoln County website.  Applications will be accepted until April 6th.

Councilmember Feldkamp explained the changes she made to the Pool employee job description, Pool Policy and the Pool rental agreement according to Governing Body suggestions last meeting.  Keever moved to approve all three documents as presented.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.

Following discussion it was agreed to stay with chlorine gas for the water treatment at the municipal pool for this season and research other options if feasible in the future.
AIRPORT:
Attorney Metz reported the “Pipeline Crossing Agreement” was finalize and has been forwarded to Kinder Morgan for signatures.  Airport operator Clay Haring said that construction has been started.


Haring explained he felt the cash farm lease should be reduced by $2000 due to the crop acreage that is being destroyed with the new runway project.  Haring figured the amount using the map he furnished to the City and the rate of his lease agreement per acre.  Crispin moved to accept the deduction to the lease as submitted, seconded by Keever.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:48 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), with City Attorney Metz, Clerk Simms, Rec Director Clay, Rec Board members Debora Zachgo, Lori Spear, and Jeana Eckhart, in order to discuss a performance matter involving a city employee, for a period of twenty (20) minutes.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.  The City Council returned to regular session at 9:08 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 9:09 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), with City Attorney Metz, Clerk Simms, Rec Director Clay, Rec Board members Debora Zachgo, Lori Spear, and Jeana Eckhart, in order to discuss a performance matter involving a city employee, for a period of five (5) minutes.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried.  The City Council returned to regular session at 9:14 p.m.
RECREATION DIRECTOR:    
After discussion, it was decided that a study committee should be formed to address the problems with the Charter Ordinance forming the Recreation.  Crispin moved for a study committee to be formed with two (2) Councilmembers, two (2) Rec Board members, the Rec Director and two (2) representatives for the County.  Motion seconded by Zsuzsics, carried.
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Councilmember Keever moved to allow the Rec Board to hire any employees necessary for the Recreation Department, seconded by Feldkamp.  Motion carried.
PERSONNEL:
Clerk Simms, having reviewed applications received for the Office Clerk position, gave her recommendations to the City Council.  There followed a motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, to employ Jenny Hillegeist, effective March 26, 2018, at a starting wage of $12.00 per hour.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Meyer notified the Governing Body that he had hired two new employees, Thomas Shirley as a Power Plant Operator and Roderick Tromble as a Maintenance Worker.  Shirley and Tromble started on March 6, 2018 at the starting wage of $12.00 per hour.  Crispin moved to approve the hiring of the employees, seconded by Larsen.  Motion carried.
HISTORIC RESEARCH GRANT:
Lincoln County Economic Development Director Kelly Larson explained that she was seeking approval from the Governing Body to apply for a research grant to hire a consultant to survey and write a nomination for the National Register of Historic Places.  Larson stated she needed the City to be on board with the project, target areas for Lincoln would be; the City Park, Lincoln’s downtown district and the old High School.  Larson requested a letter of support for the application of the research grant.  Keever moved that Clerk Simms write a letter of support on behalf of the City.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.     
NUISANCES:
The Governing Body was informed that the property on School and Third Street should be demolished by the end of March.  A work day was planned for the garage on Fourth Street on April 21st.  Superintendent Meyer and Attorney Metz are preparing to abate the property on Court Street.  
INDY PARK:
Mayor Schwerdtfager updated the Governing Body on the remodel project and the setbacks at the Industrial Park building that Reddi Industries is leasing.  
SEWER/WATER REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported he had met with Schwab-Eaton Consulting Engineer Stuart Porter, regarding the sewer main repairs and that plan should be ready to present at the next meeting.  Meyer also stated Porter is moving forward with the Community Development Block Grant application for new replacement water mains. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:43 p.m.








/s/ Heather N. Simms







     City Clerk
