
Council Meeting                                                                                                              January 12, 2015

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m.  In the absence of Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager, President of the Council Jack D. Crispin, Jr., presided.  Other Councilmembers present:  Lisa S. Feldkamp, Nikki Flinn, Melodee Larsen, and Louis Zsuzsics, Jr.  City Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley, and Deputy Clerk Heather Simms.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Jyll Phillips, Charlene Griffin, Heidi Allen, Marilyn Helmer, Martha Rowson, Bob White, Debora Zachgo, Pam Morgan, Kelly Larson, Sharon Thompson, Nancy Walter, Terry Broberg, and Pete Falcon.  
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:
There were no agenda amendments.
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Zsuzsics, minutes of the December 31, 2014, year-end meeting were approved as written.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Council reviewed accounts payable lists containing December invoices in the amount of $15,724.45, and January invoices to date totaling $48,396.86.  Upon motion by Feldkamp, seconded by Larsen, all said invoices, in the amount of $64,121.31, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Five (5) accounts, totaling  $861.69, were on the list of delinquent utilities reviewed and discussed.
LIBRARY REPORT:
Terry Broberg, Lincoln Carnegie Library Boardmember, reported the stone repair project at the library had received another $650.00 donation.  Because of that, the City’s contribution could be reduced to a total of $1,745.00.  Feldkamp moved to approve the $1,745.00 contribution, seconded by Larsen.  Motion carried.  The Lincoln Carnegie Library’s 2014 Annual Report was also made available for review.
ANIMAL CONTROL:
Heidi Allen, Lincoln Area Humane Society, and numerous other individuals, were present to address the feral cat problem in Lincoln.  She suggested the City consider a “Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR)” program which would improve the lives of feral cats and decrease the cat colony sizes over time.  She said killing or removal were actions which would not provide long-term solutions because the feral cat colonies tended to re-populate their territories.  The biggest challenge at present would be the cost, approximately $60-$80 per cat, by veterinarians in the area.  She also suggested the City adopt ordinances requiring leash, licensing, and micro-chipping of cats.  She said the Humane Society was willing to assist with the TNR program.  Following discussion, Councilmembers asked Ms. Allen to provide sample ordinances and attend the next city council meeting. 
EAST BALL PARK:
Pete Falcon, team manager, reported on changes being made to the American Legion Baseball Program.  He said the Sylvan Legion Post would be sponsoring a tri-county team, made up of Lincoln, Ellsworth, and Ottawa County players.  As sponsor, the Sylvan Legion would pay the insurance and team entry fees required.  He said the Lincoln field would be used for the tri-county team’s home games and he hoped to increase the number of games played there by scheduling additional tournaments.  He said he was looking for ways to finance upgrades to the field in the future, those upgrades to include scoreboard, awning over seating, reducing the outfield’s centerfield fence from 407 to 375 ft., and fencing the outside areas of the ball park.  Fundraisers including advertising signs, season ticket sales, and private donations were planned.  He had already secured funds from the Bank of Tescott and Nex-Tech towards the scoreboard.  He asked the City to consider funding the scoreboard itself, at approximately $3,900.00, and the other funds would be used towards other expenses.  A lengthy discussion ensued.  Debora Zachgo, a member of the Lincoln Rec Commission, said her board was unaware of these changes.  She asked if the Rec Commission was expected to pay operating expenses without being involved in the operation of the program.  It was agreed that Mr. Falcon should coordinate with the Lincoln Rec Commission.  Feldkamp moved that the City of Lincoln contribute $3,900.00 for the new scoreboard.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.   Superintendent Meyer reminded the Council of plans to replace the quartz lighting at the east ball park.
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RV PARK RULES:
The City Council resumed discussion of rules and regulations for RV Parks in the City.  After having time to reflect on the discussions with Mr. Spear last month, and after hearing from citizens in the community, Councilmembers suggested several changes to the resolution drafted by City Attorney Metz.  Zsuzsics moved to table action on the resolution until next month when a corrected draft could be provided.  Motion seconded by Larsen, carried.  Superintendent Meyer reported on plumbing and cross-connection/backflow prevention problem at the Spear location.  Council asked that he make contact with Mr. Spear regarding the specifics of those issues.
FRANCHISE TRANSFER:
Clerk Gourley had communicated with Zayo Group regarding the written consent to transfer franchise from IdeaTek Systems (Wildflower Communications, Inc.)  Zayo had provided a written consent form which had been subsequently approved by Attorney Metz.  Feldkamp moved to consent to the transfer of the Franchise detailed under Ordinance No. 696.  Motion seconded by Larsen carried.

REC COMM. APPT.:
Due to the absence of Mayor Schwerdtfager, an appointment to the Rec Commission was tabled. 

PERSONNEL/OFFICIALS:
In a letter dated January 3, 2015, City Clerk Rose Gourley announced her intention to retire, effective March 1, 2015.  Council President Crispin expressed appreciation to Gourley for her service to the community, both in and out of the office.  Clerk Gourley advised that, because of accrued vacation time, her last day on the job was expected to be February 5th.  Therefore, she suggested an advertisement for office help be placed immediately.
LITTERING ORDINANCE:
An Ordinance prohibiting littering was not yet available.
REAL ESTATE OPTION:
Attorney Metz reported the real estate transfer papers had been prepared and were awaiting signature from the grantee.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:56 p.m., Feldkamp moved to enter into executive session, with City Attorney Metz, City Superintendent Meyer, and City Clerk Gourley, for a period of ten (10) minutes, for the purpose of consultation with the city attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 9:06 p.m.
2015 CITY ELECTION:
Clerk Gourley advised the filing deadline for election to a City office was noon on January 27, 2015.  Three council positions were open, and one filing had been received thus far.
RABIES CLINIC:
Clerk Gourley reported the Denmark Dames Service Club was once again sponsoring a Rabies Clinic in Lincoln, this year scheduled for Saturday, March 7th from 9-11 am.  Solomon Valley Clinic had agreed to provide vaccinations.  Someone from the City Clerk’s Office would also be on hand to sell dog tags.
GRDA ENERGY:
Superintendent Meyer reported the projections had changed for the GRDA product being offered to Garden City through KMEA.  Lincoln’s 900 KW allocation would be reduced to 500 KW; however, because market prices had decreased, it was now more beneficial for the City to approve that transaction.  Feldkamp moved to transfer 400 KW of GRDA to Garden City, through KMEA.  Motion seconded by Flinn, carried.
WATER WELL DEPTHS:
The City Council reviewed a spread sheet listing the distance to water in the city’s 5 wells.  It indicated that the customary recovery during the winter months was not happening so far this winter.

LCIC SURVEYS:
Lisa Feldkamp reported the LCIC surveys had been completed and the LMI threshold had been met.  This would enable the City to apply for CDBG funds.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFC:
A letter from the Lincoln County Commissioners indicated the county’s public health officer would no longer be available to complete inspections and reports on nuisance complaints received by the city.  Council asked that the City Attorney and City Clerk resume working on the Code Enforcement Officer job description and make it an agenda item for the next meeting.
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  ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Larsen moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Feldkamp, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:24 p.m.








/s/ Rose M. Gourley







   
     City Clerk

